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Geographically speaking, where do you come from?

I was born in East Los Angeles at Children’s hospital and raised in Los Angeles and Hawthorne, the latter being
for the majority of my childhood. Both my parents migrated from Guatemala to the United States in the mid
nineteen-seventies.

How did you become interested in Geography?

What got me interested in Geogrpahy was my father. He was a volcanologist in Guatemala prior to his
migration to the United States. Every other summer we would visit Guatemala, where he would take me

to visit volcanic sites or Mayan pyramids. He would explain to me how people where connected with their
environment and how we were part of a ecosystem that was interconnected and interdependent with people.
My interest in Geography grew as | got older. After High school | joined the Marines and got to see many
aspects of both the interconnected and interdependent nature of geography.

What type of Geography are you studying now? Do you have a specialty? Any research
experience? If so, tell us about it.

Whi_Iehera Berkeley, | have done both independent research




