CONSTRAINT TYPES - enforce rules at the table level


NOT NULL - Column cannot contain a NULL value
UNIQUE -  Column or combination of columns must not have duplicate values for all rows

PRIMARY KEY - Uniquely identifies each table row and cannot contain a NULL value

FOREIGN KEY - Established relationship between table columns - referential integrity 

CHECK - Specifies a condition that must be true
SYNTAX:

Column Level Assigning A Constraint Name:

column_name datatype () TYPE OF CONSTRAINT


                              system named
column_name datatype ()CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT     user named
column_name datatype ()CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT  (column it is on)

REFERENCES othertablename(column_name)    




    foreign key
Table  Level Assigning A Constraint Name:

CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT (column_name)
CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT  (column it is on)REFERENCES othertablename(column_name)

composite unique key must be defined at the table level
CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT (column_name, column_name
Changing a Constraint

ALTER TABLE  tablename

ADD CONSTRAINT constraint_name type of constraint (column it is on) 

ALTER TABLE tablename

ADD CONSTRAINT constraint_name  TYPE OF CONSTRAINT  (column it is on)

REFERENCES othertablename(column_name)

 USE ALTER TABLE tablename

 MODIFY(column_name CONSTRAINT constraint_name NOT NULL)
ALTER TABLE

DROP CONSTRAINT constraint_name 
ALTER TABLE

DROP CONSTRAINT constraint_name PRIMARY KEY CASCADE 

ALTER TABLE

DISABLE CONSTRAINT constraint_name type of constraint CASCADE
ALTER TABLE

ENABLE CONSTRAINT constraint_name type of constraint
