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DON GARRIOTT
HEAD COACH

Don Garriott starts his second season as the Cerritos College head wrestling 
coach after guiding the Falcons to the South Coast Conference and Southern 
California Championship last year. At the state championships, the Falcons 
fi nished a solid fourth place and added one more individual state champion to 
their total. Familiar with the Falcon’s winning tradition, Garriott faced it fi rsthand 
while he was a wrestler at El Camino College from 1986-88. In his two seasons 
with the Warriors, Garriott was a two-time All-American while wrestling at 126 
pounds and also earned 1st Team All-South Coast Conference both seasons. He 
moved on to California State University, Chico, where he was a two-time Division II 
All-American at 134 pounds and won the conference championship both seasons.

His wrestling career continued at the national level, where he was a 1996 
Olympic Trials Western Regional Runner-up at 125.5 pounds and was a United 
States Freestyle place winner. While at West Torrance High School, Garriott was a 
CIF Champion and placed fourth in the State Meet as a senior.

In addition to his coaching duties with the Falcons, Garriott will continue to 
serve as the head wrestling coach at North Torrance High School, where he has 
been since 1991. In his time at North Torrance, Garriott has coached four CIF 
champions, fi ve CIF runner-ups and 12 league champions. From 1995-98, he 
served as an assistant coach at Golden West College, where they won the 1996 
South Coast Conference championships.

Garriott earned his Bachelor’s degree in English Literature at Cal State 
Dominguez Hills and earned his Master’s degree in Special Education from 
National University. Garriott and his wife of 16 years, Deanne, have a four-year-old 
son, Cael. 
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MARKUS MOLLICA
ASSISTANT COACH

Set to begin his second season on 
the Cerritos College wrestling coaching 
staff, Markus Mollica brings with him 
amazing competitive and coaching 
credentials. A product of Arizona State 
University, Mollica was the fi rst-ever four-
time Pac-10 Conference Champion from 
1993-96 , while being a four-time NCAA 
Division I All-American. He also won the 
NCAA Division I National Championship 
at 158 pounds (1993) and 167 pounds 
(1995) and captured the Midlands Open 
Championship in 1996. In addition to his 
success on the mat, Mollica was also a 
four-time Scholar-Athlete. He went on to 
be a resident athlete at the US Olympic 
Training Center and also was a place 
winner at the US Open Nationals while 
wrestling at 185 pounds.

His coaching experience is very 
extensive and he also serves as an 
assistant coach at North Torrance High 
School with head coach Don Garriott. 
Mollica has also served as an assistant 
coach at Arizona State University, Cal 
State Fullerton and Harvard University.

As a high school wrestler at Walsh Jesuit 
High School in Ohio, Mollica was a 
two-time Ohio State Champion (1990-
91), while winning the 1991 National 
Championship and was a Junior National 
Champion in 1990.

Mollica earned his Bachelor’s degree in 
Kinesiology from Arizona State University 
and was also a part of the Harvard 
University Extension School, majoring 
in business. Mollica is single and is a 
realtor in Southern California.

ERIC GOULD
ASSISTANT COACH

Joining the Cerritos College coaching 
staff for his second season is Eric Gould, 
who is another coach with a successful 
competitive and coaching career. While 
attending Springfi eld (MA) College, Gould 
was a two-time NCAA All-American (1996-
97), was his team’s captain and won the 
New England Conference championship 
his senior year. Gould was also selected 
as a three-time NCAA Scholar All-
American and was recently inducted 
into the New England Conference Hall of 
Fame.

 
He remained at Springfi eld College and 
served as an assistant coach from 
1998-2002 and coached seven NCAA 
All-Americans during his tenure. His 
teams also fi nished in the Top 10 of the 
NCAA Championships twice and had two 
other teams place in the Top 20, while 
they went on to win three New England 
Conference championships. Individually, 
Gould had 13 of his wrestlers win 
conference championships.

 
After taking a year off from coaching, 
Gould resurfaced at Torrance High 
School, where he was a varsity assistant 
wrestling coach from 2004-05 and has 
been a heath and physical education 
teacher there since 2003. Gould earned 
his Bachelor’s degree in Heath/Fitness 
and Master’s degree in Physical 
Education from Springfi eld College.

LUKE SANTOS
ASSISTANT COACH

In his second season as an assistant 
coach with the Cerritos College wrestling 
team, Luke Santos has also served 
as a co-head coach at North Torrance 
High School with head Falcon coach 
Don Garriott since 2005. Prior to that, 
he was an assistant coach at North 
Torrance from 2004-05. Santos started 
his wrestling career under Garriott at 
North Torrance High, where he was a 
three-time league champion and won the 
CIF championship as a senior. For his 
efforts, he was named the tournament’s 
Lower Weights Most Valuable Player, 
while he also reached the CIF fi nals 
twice. In his high school career, Santos 
also was a state qualifi er, was a member 
of the California High School National 
Team and earned a State Sportsmanship 
Award.

 
Santos moved on to San Francisco 
State, where he was voted the NCAA 
Western Regional Freshman of the Year, 
and went on to be an NCAA Division 
II West Regional Champion, two-time 
National Qualifi er and was named an 
NCAA Division II All-American. During 
his collegiate career, Santos won the 
prestigious Far Western Championship in 
both Greco and freestyle, while he won 
a conference championship, the Aggie 
Open Championship and placed third in 
the Junior Fila State Championships in 
Greco and freestyle.

 
In addition to his coaching duties with 
the Falcons and North Torrance High, 
Santos has also been the head coach of 
Future Stars Wrestling Club since 2005. 
Santos earned his Bachelor’s degree 
in Liberal Arts at San Francisco State 
University and is currently working on his 
teaching credential and Master’s Degree.
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LUKE SANTOS



314

CERRITOS COLLEGE

314

SHAWN HARATANI 
ASSISTANT COACH

JEFF SMITH 
WRESTLING ADVISOR

After spending 21 years as the Cerritos 
College wrestling coach, Jeff Smith is now 
beginning his fi fth year as the department’s 
Athletic Director after spending a year as 
an Athletic Coordinator. His duties include 
helping with facilitating needs of the 
department in a wide variety of aspects. In 
addition, Smith also serves as the advisor 
to the wrestling program and also teaches 
classes within the department. He remains 
involved in the progress of the wrestling 
team and is close to the wrestlers. In his 
21 years as the Cerritos College wrestling 
coach, Jeff Smith led the Falcons to 12 
South Coast Conference championships, 
as well as one State Championship and 
two dual state championships. In 1998, 
his fi nal season, the Falcons placed 
fourth in the state championships, after 
winning the title in 1995. Prior to winning 
the championship, the team had fi nished 
second for three straight seasons. Smith 
has had a long list of former wrestlers who 
have gone on to great accomplishments 
after their days as a Falcon. Several names 
include Heath Sims (2000 Olympics 
Greco-Roman team), George Williams 
(1992 Olympic Alternate in Greco Roman 
and 4-time USA Wrestling All-American), 
Greg Jackson (NCAA Division II National 
Champion), Rudolph James (NAIA Division 
I All-American) and Anthony Hamlett (USA 
Wrestling All-American). 

Smith was also an outstanding wrestler 
in his days, as he was a State Champion 
and All-American for the Falcons during 
the 1966-67 season. He then moved onto 
Michigan State University, where he was a 
two-time Big Ten Champion and named the 
conference’s Most Outstanding Wrestler. 
Also a two-time All-American, Smith went 
on to win national titles in Freestyle and 
Greco Roman styles of wrestling and was 
a four-time USA Wrestling All-American. He 
was also Pan American Games gold medal 
winner in free style wrestling and was an 
alternate on the 1972 Olympic Team.   

Smith was born in Long Beach, CA and 
attended Bellfl ower High School where 
he fi nished third at heavyweight in CIF. 
Jeff started his coaching and teaching 
career at Arroyo High School in El Monte, 
leading the team to their fi rst league title 
in wrestling. He moved on to Artesia High 
School where his teams won league titles 
the next four years in a row. He took over 
the program at Cerritos College in 1978, 
where his success has continued with 
numerous championships in conference 
and regional competition. Cerritos has 
had the most State Champions of any 
school in California community college 
history (38) and has a good track record of 
getting Cerritos wrestlers to continue their 
education and wrestling careers at the four-
year level. Smith was named “Coach of the 
Year” in 1995 after Cerritos won the State 
Championship.

CRYSTAL PHAM
STAT GIRL

Crystal Pham will serve as the team’s 
stat girl this season after graduating from 
Long Beach Poly High. While in high school, 
she was a member of the wrestling, softball 
and gymstatics teams. As a freshman at 
Cerritos, she is majoring in kinesiology with 
a minor in biochemistry. Her goals are to 
transfer to Pepperdine University and then 
have a career as a paramedic or a biology 
researcher. 

CRYSTAL PHAM
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SHAWN HARATANI 


