
 

 

Some Highlights of Modern Astronomy 

2000 

Eighteenth Century Nineteenth Century Twentieth Century 

1700 1800 1900 

James Bradley 
(aberration of  light) 
1728 

Edmond Halley 
discovers 
proper motion 
(1718) 

William Herschel 
discovers Uranus 
(1781) 

William Herschel proposes 
that stars are distributed in 
the form of a disk (1785) 

Bessel measures 
stellar parallax (1838) 

Lord Rosse 
discovers first 
spiral nebula 
(1845) 

Fraunhofer describes 
dark lines in solar, 
stellar spectra. (1810 – 
1823) 

Kirchhoff’s Laws of 
spectroscopy 
(1859) 

Stars divided into spectral 
classes (1890) 

General Relativity 
(1915) 

Hubble shows that 
spiral nebulae are 
other galaxies  and 
that the great 
majority are 
receding from the 
Milky Way(1929) 

Harlow Shapley 
removes sun from the
center of the Milky 
Way (1910-1920) 

First artificial 
satellite 
(Sputnik 1957) 

First extra-solar 
planet (1995) . 

Microwave background 
radiation (1964) 


