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Math 40: Pre-Algebra (TIKT#: 46626)
Cerritos College (PS 14)

Spring Semester 2008
Instructor:
Dr. Mojdeh Nikdel

Office:

Physical Science Building (PS-G)

Office hours:
M, W: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM,  T: 7:00- 8:00 AM

Phone:
562-860-2451, Ext.  2674

Email:

mnikdel@cerritos.edu
Web page:
www.Cerritos.edu/mnikdel

Prerequisite:
Mathematics 20 with a grade of "C" or better or satisfactory score on 



Math Placement Test.

Text:

Prealgebra, Third Edition; Alan S. Tussy, and David Gustafson

Calculators:
A Scientific calculator (or A Texas Instrument calculator, TI 84, 83-plus, 


or 83) is used in this course. Some questions on examinations and/or 


quizzes may require the use of a calculator.
SLO:

After completing Math 40 the student will be able to 

· Create, analyze, and interpret real world situations using concepts of ratios, rates, proportions, geometry and measurement.
Grades:
Grades will be assigned on the basis of 785 points distributed as follows:



100 points

First exam  (13% of the course grade)



100 points

Second exam  (13% of the course grade)



100 points

Third exam  (13% of the course grade)



100 points

Fourth exam (13% of the course grade)



80 points

Home-works  (10% of the course grade)



80 points

Quizzes  (10% of the course grade)



25 points

Notebook  (3% of the course grade)



200 points

Final examination  (25% of the course grade)



Final course grades will be assigned as follows:



785-707

A

706-628

B


627-550

C

549-471

D



470-0


F


It is not only the instructor's responsibility but the student's responsibility 


as well to keep track of all grades given.  If the student wishes to consult 


with the instructor about his/her grade, please bring a copy of your 


records with you.
Collaborative
 Students learn best when they are actively involved in the process. 

Learning:
Researchers report that, regardless of the subject matter, students working in small groups tend to learn more of what is taught and retain it longer than when the same content is presented in other instructional formats. Students who work in collaborative groups also appear more satisfied with their classes.
Home-work:
The problems for each section will be given in class.  In general, answers only 

are not acceptable. You do not need to copy every problem down but sufficient information should be given as to what the problem is about.  During the first few minutes of class, students should list (on the board) the number of any 

homework problems about which there are questions.  Some or all of these problems will be discussed, or worked in groups. Each problem set worth 10 points for a total of 80 points.  Your homework should be stapled.  No Late Home-works.
Quizzes:
There will be eight 10 point quizzes given on the dates listed on page 4.  No Makeup Quizzes.

Exams:
There are three midterm exams and a comprehensive final examination.  



Any cheating will result in a zero on the test and if, necessary, further 


administration action.  There are NO MAKEUPS.  Grades may be 



adjusted to account for one missed exam if you talk to me in advance or 



call me (at my office) prior to the date and time that the exam is given.

Notebook:
You have to organize a notebook showing your class notes, handouts, activities, homework, sample tests, corrected exams and quizzes, and projects.  Your notebook should have dividers followed by a table of contents for each section so that the material can be easily accessed.  Your notebook will be collected five times during this semester, the day of each exam.  An organized notebook helps students think more clearly and work more carefully.
Classroom
Class time is valuable.  I expect you to be focused on the work of the class Conduct:
during class time.  While the structure of the class may be more informal 


at times, I still expect your best effort and participation.  At all times a 


student’s conduct/language is expected to be respectful of other students 


and the instructor.  All electronic devices such as cell phones, pagers, etc. 



must be turned OFF or put in non-audio (vibrate) mode while you are in 

the classroom.  Classroom behavior which is not respectful or which 


disrupts another student’s ability to learn can result in the removal of 


the student from the class.

Student
Being a student is a full-time job.  It is each student’s job to learn.  With Responsibility:this job, the student has the responsibility to participate in class, ask 


relevant questions, seek help when needed, and submit assignments when 


they are due.  Expect to spend two or four hours of study outside of class 


for each hour in class.

Attendance:
Students must realize the importance of attending class and assume that 


responsibility.  Should a class be missed the student should arrange with 


another student (not the instructor) to find out what was missed.  If 



emergency situations arise and attendance is no longer possible, the 

student should withdraw officially through the admissions office.  When the hours of absence exceed one more than twice the number of class hours per week, the students are considered to be excessively absent and are subject to exclusion from class.  For the summer, a student is considered excessively absent and are subject to exclusion from class when the hours of absences exceed ten (10%) percent of the total class hours.

Tutoring:
Tutors are available for help with specific problems in the Academic Support Center, LC 168.  To get this free help, you have to register for

AED 90.91: 0.0 units - Mathematics – Tutorial (Class #: 49808)
M-TH:
9 am – 8 pm

F:
9 am – 3:00 pm

                                                  SAT:
9 am – 12 pm (in LC 166)

           (Hours may be subject to change)

TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)

	DATE
	SECTIONS


	
	DATE
	SECTIONS

	T   1/8
	1.1;   1.2
	
	TH   1/10
	1.3;  1.4;  1.5

	T   1/15
	1.6;  1.7
	
	TH   1/17
	2.1;  2.2

	T   1/22
	2.3;  2.4;  Q1; H1
	
	TH   1/24
	2.5;  2.6

	T   1/29
	2.7;  3.1;  Q2
	
	TH   1/31
	REVIEW

	T   2/5
	EXAM 1;  H2
	
	TH   2/7
	3.2;  3.3

	T   2/12
	3.4;  3.5
	
	TH   2/14
	3.6;  4.1;  Q3; H3

	T   2/19
	4.2;  4.3
	
	TH   2/21
	4.4;  4.5

	T   2/26
	4.6;  4.7;  Q4
	
	TH   2/28
	4.8;  5.1

	T   3/4
	REVIEW
	
	TH   3/6
	EXAM 2;  H4

	T   3/11
	5.2;  5.3
	
	TH   3/13
	5.4;  5.5

	T   3/18
	Spring Recess
	
	TH   3/20
	Spring Recess

	T   3/25
	5.6;  5.7;  Q5; H5
	
	TH   3/27
	9.4;  6.1

	T   4/1
	6.2;  6.3
	
	TH   4/3
	7.1;  7.2;  Q6

	T   4/8
	7.3;  7.4
	
	TH   4/10
	REVIEW

	T   4/15
	EXAM 3;  H6
	
	TH   4/17
	8.1;  8.2

	T   4/22
	8.3;  8.4;  Q7; H7
	
	TH   4/24
	8.5;  9.5

	T   4/29
	9.6;  9.7;  Q8
	
	TH   5/1
	REVIEW

	T   5/6
	EXAM 4;  H8
	
	TH   5/8
	REVIEW

	T   5/13
	
	
	TH   5/15
	FINAL EXAM


	COMPREHENSIVE  FINAL  EXAM

THURSDAY 5/15;  12:00 - 2:00 PM

YOU MUST TAKE THE FINAL EXAM TO PASS THIS COURSE.


REMARKS:

· Last Day to Add






January 20, 2008
· Last Day to Withdraw to be eligible for Refund


January 20, 2008
· Last Day to Drop without a “W”




February 10, 2008
· Last Day to Drop with a “W”




April 18, 2008
· Final Exams






May 10 - 16, 2008
