CASE IN POINT 4.2: Rock Solid Outfitters (Part 1)

Step 1, original table:  create the table with all possible rules.  The analyst may use this table to verify the logic with the users because it has all of the rules identified.
	RULES
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Completed survey?
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Signed up for newsletter?
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	Order > $100?
	Y
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	N

	Free shipping
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Discount
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Step 2:  Most programmers would want to simplify the logic in their designs and programming code.  Begin simplifying the table by identifying conditions that do not matter. Place a dash – in the Y or N box.  For example rules 3 through 8 it does not matter whether the customer’s order is over $100 (Y or N).  Notice the dashes for these rules.
	RULES
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Completed survey?
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Signed up for newsletter?
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	Order > $100?
	Y
	N
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Free shipping
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Discount
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Step 3, final simplified table:  Review the table above and look for rules/columns that are the same.  These rules can be combined.  Rules 1 and 2 are unique and have been copied to the final table.  Rules 3 and 4 are the same and have been combined in to rule 3 in the final table.  Rules 5 and 6 are the same and have been combined in to rule 4 in the final table.  Rules 7 and 8 are the same and have been combined in to rule 5 in the final table.
	RULES
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Completed survey?
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	Signed up for newsletter?
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	N

	Order > $100?
	Y
	N
	-
	-
	-

	Free shipping
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Discount
	X
	
	
	
	











