
National Progressivism 

Theodore Roosevelt and  

The Square Deal  



Creation of the Modern Presidency 

Â Direct Appeal: President to the 
Public  
 

Â Charismatic ï Media Friendly  
 

Â Power of Executive Branch and 
Federal Government  
ÅRegulate the Economy  

Å Protect Consumers  

Å Promote Social Justice  
 

Â United States had an important 
role to play in Foreign Policy  

 



The Square Deal 

ÂTRô s domestic program  
 

Â Aimed at helping middle class citizens.  
 

Â Policies:  

ÅAttack the plutocracy and trusts vs.  

ÅProtect business from the extreme 
demands of unorganized labor.  

ÅProtect of Consumers  

 



Underlying Assumptions 

Domestic:  
Reform Darwinism  

Foreign Policy:  
Social Darwinism  



Dealing With Trusts  
 
Â Problem:  
ÅMonopolies and Trusts  
ÅToothless Sherman Anti -Trust Act ï 1890  

 

Â Purpose:  Government Regulation and Intervention  
 

Â Case Study: Northern Securities Company  
 
ÅIssue: Railroads & Rates  

 
ÅSolution: Force End of Monopoly  
 
ÅAction: Attorney General Filed Law Suit ï Sherman Anti -

Trust Act  
 

ÅOutcome: Government Won  
 



Significance  

ñTrust Busterò 

Â Did Not End Power of 
Giant Corporations  
 

Â Government Regulation  
 

Â Rooseveltôs Attitude 

ÅBelieved in Corporate 
Capitalism  

ÅHated Socialism  

ÅDid Not Support Labor 
Unions  



 

 

Government as Mediator 

between Business and Labor 

  
Â Issue :   Anthracite Coal Strike (1902)  

 
Â Action:  Strike by mine worker (United Mine 

Workers)  
Ålow wages, long hours and dangerous conditions  

 

Â Response by Mine Owners:  
ÅRefused to negotiate, hired ñscabsò and private security 

companies  
  

Â Problem:   Oncoming winter: no coal for schools 
and homes ---  citizens would suffer  



TR steps in: 

 
Â Demands that Management and Union 

Representatives Meet in Washington, D. C.  
 

Â Establishes Commission in which Federal 
Government Officials Would Mediate the 
Negotiations between Management and Labor  
 

Â Outcome:  
ÅEnded Strike  

ÅMiners: Increased Wages by 10 percent.  

ÅNo support or action for labor unions and collective 
bargaining.  



Issue for Workers 
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