Friedan Project 

Part Two – Reading Log for Chapters 4, 5, 6
 
Due Date:  October 26
 
Requirements:  
 
· The reading log must be in a notebook. It can be hand written or typed.
· You are required to answer one question for each of the chapters. The questions are shown below. 
· Review the questions, read the chapter, and then select the question that you find to be the more important and/or most insightful.  
· Your written answers to the selected questions should identify, explain and evaluate two to three examples. The focus of these examples should be how Friedan’s personal experiences caused her to better understand discrimination and inequality in American society as well as possible ways to advocate for change.  
 
Chapter 4: Homeward Bound
 

1. As a high school senior, Betty had decided she wanted to be married, have children, and have an “absorbing interest” outside the home that brought her “success and fame.” How did she achieve these objectives in the late 1940s and early 1950s?  What challenges did she face when she tried to combine her role as a wife and mother and her decision to have a career as a freelance writer?


2. In what ways was Friedan not a typical suburban housewife living in Rockland County?  Consider her work as a freelance writer and founder and director of the Intellectual Resources Pool.

 
 
Chapter 5: Defrocking the Myth
 

1. In the last two chapters of The Feminine Mystique, Friedan offers solutions to the “problem that has no name.” How feasible is Friedan’s “New Life Plan for Women” for a young woman living in suburbia who had two or three small children?  What kind of support systems would she need to engage in Friedan’s “New Life Plan for Women”?


2. Although critics and feminists argue that The Feminine Mystique is limited to the experiences of white middle-class women living in suburbia, Freidan’s book was a key factor that led to the second-wave feminist movement and inspired many to become feminist activists.  What are some of the reasons cited in the chapter that account for the book’s impact?  For example, would Friedan’s “New Life Plan for Women” appeal to working-class women and women of color?  Is Friedan’s plan relevant and/or still needed today?

 

 

Chapter 6: Reluctant Heroines
 

1. Explain the significance of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 for women’s rights.  How did the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) react to the provision to assure an end of sex discrimination in the workplace?


2. In NOW’ Statement of Purpose (see Appendix A) Friedan articulates her concept of feminism.  What is this concept?  In what ways is the Statement of Purpose inclusive of working-class women and women of color and of the assertion that women’s rights are human rights?  What culturally defined group of women is missing from this document?
 

 

