
A War for Independence



¾What are the Essential Components of Any 

Revolution?

¾Why Did the British Subjects in the New World 

Rebel After 150 Years of Collaboration?

¾What actions did England take that caused the 

colonists to unite and rebel? 



¾Grievances

¾Leaders and 

Followers

¾ Ideology
¾Natural Rights

¾Social Contract



¾ What factors caused  the American colonists to rebel 

after a 150 year partnership with the Mother Country?

¾Concise Answer

ÅColonial Society Had Matured ðNo Longer Needed 

òMotheringó

ÅIncreased Conflicts with England 1763 - 1775



1620 1763 1775



Examples 

¾ Own Ideas 

ÅExperience as Immigrants 

ÅThe Enlightenment 

¾ Economic Prosperity ðTrade 

and Agriculture  

¾ Established Unique Political 

System

Consequences

¾ Colonists Believed that They 

Had the Right to Make Their 

Own Social, Economic and 

Political Decisions 



THE FRENCH & INDIAN  WAR  - 1754 - 1763



ACTIONS - GREAT BRITAIN RESPONSES - COLONISTS

¾ Protests ðStamp Act

¾ Boycotts ðTownshend Acts

¾ Violence ðBoston Massacre

¾ Continental Congress 

(1774) ðTea Act & 

Intolerable Acts

¾ Needed More Funds

ÅAdded Taxes

ÅDictated Conditions of 

Trade and Imports

¾ Increased Attention and 

Presence

ÅBritish soldiers in Boston



¾Direct Tax on Printed Materials

¾Wide Reaching and Offensive to Colonists

¾First Major Split Between Colonists and Great 

Britain Over the Meaning of Freedom



¾ Virtual Representation vs. Actual Representation

¾ Taxation and Representation

ÅColonial Leaders ðEqual and Entitled to Same Rights
ÅEngland ðColonists Were Subordinate

¾ Stamp Act Congress ðMeeting of Leaders 
ÅRights of Consent ðTaxation

ÅBoycott British Goods ðRepeal of Stamp Act

¾ First Major Cooperative Action ðUnited American Colonists 
ðCommon Grievance





¾Urban Workers

¾Small Farmers

¾Evangelicals

¾Women

¾Free and Enslaved 
Blacks



¾ Violent Crowd Assaulted Home of Thomas Hutchinson

¾ Took Furniture, Silverware, Paintings

¾ Burned The Home

¾ Immediate Cause ðThe Stamp Act



George III

King of England

Patrick Henry

òGive me Liberty, or Give Me Deathó



THE ENLIGHTENMENT THE GREAT AWAKENING



¾ Doctrine of Natural Rights  --

òAll men (human beings) are 

created equal éó

¾ Social Contract Theory  --

òGovernments are instituted 

among men éó

¾ The Right to Rebel



RELIGIOUS PRACTICES SOCIETY &  POLITICS

¾ Protestant Only 

ÅAnti -Catholic

¾ New Protestant 

Denominations

¾ òReligious Tolerationó 

¾ New Concept for Salvation:  

Personal Conversion 

¾ Feeling of Self -Worth 

¾ Use of Dissent and Protest 

to Challenge Authority  

¾

Establishes Networks of 

People Across 13 Colonies 

¾ Increases Influence of  

Women in Public Life



¾Actions by Great Britain - Actions ðControl of 

Economy and Trade

¾Reactions by American Colonists: Protests, 

Boycotts, Violence

¾Central Issues for American Colonists

ÅLoss of Liberty & Freedom

ÅTreated as òChildrenó

¾Outcome ðThe Continental Congress



¾Meeting of Political Leaders of the Colonies

¾Purpose:  Coordinate Resistance to Intolerable 
Acts

¾Established Continental Association 
ÅHalt Trade with Great Britain and the West Indies

ÅAuthorized Local Committees of Safety

¾Significance ð
ÅUnified Action by Leaders

ÅCentral Issue ðLiberty and Equality  



¾ British Attack  in 1775 at  Lexington & Concord 

¾ British Retreat

¾ Sets the Agenda for  Second Continental Congress



¾ Increased Action ðDefiance of English Authority

¾ Presiding Officer ðGeorge Washington 

¾ Debate: Negotiate vs. Declaration of War

¾ Actions: 

ÅContinental Army ðGeorge Washington 

ÅDeclaration of Causes of Taking -Up Arms 

ÅOlive Branch Petition 



COMMON SENSE
DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

Thomas Paine Thomas Jefferson


