Dr. Jose Fierro
President’s Message
May 3, 2017

Dear Colleagues:

On Monday and Tuesday, May 8 and 9, 2017 a free speech event will take place in the northeast
section of Falcon Square. The event is not a college-sponsored activity. It is produced by the
Center for Bioethical Reform, and will consist of a graphic, large-scale exhibit called the
“Genocide Awareness Project.”

The exhibit features a graphic anti-abortion display. Examples of the exhibit may be viewed on
the organization’s web site at www.AbortionNo.org. The site includes a trigger warning for the
video.

The college’s commitment to free speech is laid out in Board Policy 5550 Speech: Time, Place
and Manner. It begins, “Students, employees, and members of the public shall be free to exercise
their rights of free expression, subject to the requirements of this policy.” It goes on to provide:

The District’s commitment to foster and protect the rights to free speech and expression and to
accommodate such on its property extends only to speech and expression protected by the United
States Constitution or the constitution of the State of California. Conduct or expression which is
unlawful, defamatory, or obscene, according to current legal standards, or which so incites others
as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of unlawful acts on District property or
the violation of Board policies or administrative procedures, or the substantial disruption of the
orderly operation of the College, is prohibited. BP 5550 Speech: Time, Place, and Manner

While this exhibit is not a college sponsored function, resources will be available to address
student concerns. The Office of Student Affairs and Student Health Services/Student
Psychological Services will have resource tables in Falcon Square. More information regarding
these services is available at Student Health Services. Dr. Valyncia Raphael, Director of
Diversity, Compliance and Title IX, will also be available to address any concerns. She can be
reached at: TitlelXCoordinator@cerritos.edu and ext. 2276.

Employees can access assistance through the Employee Assistance Program (EAP) at CC
Employee Assistance Program.

Contact the Student Services staff at ext. 2445 with general questions. For health related- issues,
you may call Student Health Services/Student Psychological Services, ext. 2321.
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Best,

Jose Fierro, D.V.M., Ph.D.
President/Superintendent


http://cms.cerritos.edu/board/_includes/docs/BP/BP_5550.pdf
http://cms.cerritos.edu/shs/
mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@cerritos.edu
http://cms.cerritos.edu/hr/employee-assistance-program.htm
http://cms.cerritos.edu/hr/employee-assistance-program.htm

	Dr. Jose Fierro

