
 
 
March 15, 2019 

  
Dear Colleagues, 
  

This email contains important information regarding recent changes to the state budget. Please review this 

email carefully and feel free to ask any questions. 

 

Last week, we were informed by the Chancellor’s Office of an anticipated shortfall in revenue for the 2018-

19 academic year. The shortfall will affect all community colleges in the state, not just Cerritos College. 

The revenue shortfall is due in part to a shortfall in property taxes compared to the Department of Finance 

budget projections. 

 

Because of the state budget shortfall, our district revenue may be reduced by 5.03 percent, which is 

equivalent to$5,425,187.  Please keep in mind that this amount is not a final number; depending on how 

the Chancellor's Office and the State decide to address this situation, the deficit could be lower or higher. 

 

It was made clear to us that we could move forward with some level of security that all community college 

districts will receive at least the same revenue allocation that we received in 2017-2018, plus COLA. We as 

a district are vigorously opposed to this approach to settle the state deficit. If the Chancellor's Office was to 

only allocate the 2017-2018 base allocation plus COLA, the budget reduction to Cerritos College would 

be $11,776,199, which is about 9 percent lower than our current allocation. As you can imagine, this 

would be problematic for our campus as we created our budget based on projections given to us last year 

and updated earlier this year. Given the information provided, we are recalculating our spending 

projections and priorities to be ready to absorb this new challenge from the State. 

 

We are actively working to manage the situation in the best possible way for Cerritos College with the 

information provided so far. Once I receive more information, I will send another update. Attached you will 

find the new financial information received from the Chancellor's Office. 

 

Thanks, 

Jose 

 
Jose Fierro, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
President/Superintendent 
Cerritos College 
11110 Alondra Boulevard 
Norwalk, CA 90650 
(562) 860-2451, extension 2204 




