
 
 

 

 

 

December 3, 2024 
Dear Colleagues, 

As we continue working together to foster a welcoming and inclusive campus, I want to emphasize the 
vital role we all play in supporting our undocumented, DACA, and mixed-status students. These students 
bring so much to our community, and it’s up to us to ensure they feel safe, supported, and empowered 
to thrive. Attached please find a simple guide outlining what to do in case you encounter Federal 
Immigration Officials on campus. 

California’s SB 54 – The California Values Act provides critical protections by limiting the involvement of 
state and local resources, including public institutions like ours, in federal immigration enforcement. This 
law and our campus policies strengthen our ability to safeguard our students' rights and well-being. 
Here’s how we can work together to make a difference: 

1. Protect Student Privacy 
o Student records are protected under FERPA. Immigration status or any personal 

information should never be shared without a legally valid court order or subpoena. It’s 
our responsibility to ensure students’ trust is never compromised. 

2. Foster a Safe Environment 
o Immigration enforcement actions are highly restricted under SB 54 and the federal 

"sensitive locations" policy. If enforcement officials ever approach you, immediately 
direct them to college leadership or legal counsel—don’t engage on your own. 

3. Empower and Inform Students 
o Our students often rely on us to navigate complex systems. Take time to familiarize 

yourself with resources like the Dream Resource Center, California Dream Act financial 
aid, and legal services available on campus. You can be a bridge to the help they need. 

4. Stay Ready 
o Participate in training sessions or workshops designed to support undocumented 

students and effectively respond to immigration-related situations. These programs 
offer valuable tools and the confidence to act with clarity and care. Information 
regarding our upcoming legal workshop will be provided soon; stay tuned. 

 

 

Through state advocacy and collaboration with our local elected officials, we can make a significant 
impact. Yesterday, during the legislative special session called by Governor Newsom, a few early action 
budget bills were introduced. These bills summarized below can assist us in helping our students and 
their families navigate potential challenges they may face in the coming years. We will continue to 
support and advocate for our local communities to ensure that all students have equal opportunities to 
achieve their dreams. 

• SBX1 1 (Wiener). This budget bill, according to a Senate leadership press release, “includes $25 
million in funding proposed by Governor Newsom for the California Department of Justice to 
bolster legal resources, and adds $10 million for County Counsels and City Attorneys for similar 
purposes. It also expands on that effort by including $25 million for Legal Aid efforts and legal 
services for local communities.” 

 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:183604cc-d820-4460-b107-27ab66805e25
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsubstack.com%2fredirect%2faaf8d178-5e18-4899-8aa0-4b07d2bbd60b%3fj%3deyJ1IjoiMXFsNXF1In0.iS3c9G76CC8MCMnOL5cWmfWCY0RpbOqba27GXzx9-_0&c=E,1,H8PHWkbx4EvV_E7rfjnonfBgiCJ9C_gMWf-GHYq6X5Nq_r-Hawr824AvH-O90hZvFuSJOfWdFM_uwDi8HSgV5lvkQt0jnT8MAqz2eIXktLivEsKGIANzvkT9_Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsubstack.com%2fredirect%2f8c4bcfda-ed75-44da-b70b-9dc69744e6e5%3fj%3deyJ1IjoiMXFsNXF1In0.iS3c9G76CC8MCMnOL5cWmfWCY0RpbOqba27GXzx9-_0&c=E,1,DDQYIOZ68umy_TIJD7aH1fHm_DubobIQIySMjixZz0woXDv0tZFbUr5NQkenFylLsurJ-yHr8ZkkbsK73sf1zYf8PrwDi-wrpsoqRin1KR6VxJ2bkOto&typo=1


 
• ABX1 1 (Gabriel). This budget bill, according to a press release from Assemblymember Jesse 

Gabriel (D-Encino), “will set aside up to $25 million in funding” in the state budget “to cover the 
costs of potential litigation” related to the new federal administration. 

• ABX1 2 (Gabriel). This budget trailer bill, according to Assemblymember Gabriel’s release, “will 
immediately allocate $500,000 to fund initial case preparation” at DOJ. The bill includes findings 
and declarations related to the special session. 

 

 

 

 

Our students look to us not just as educators but as allies. By working together, we can uphold our 
college’s commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion while ensuring that every student feels they 
belong and are valued. 

Thank you for all that you do to make Cerritos College a beacon of hope and opportunity.  
Jose 

Jose L. Fierro, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
President/Superintendent 
Cerritos College 
11110 Alondra Blvd 
Norwalk, CA 90650 
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