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Create an OpenCCC Account 

1. Navigate to the International Student Application Portal:  

 
• Visit .  www.cerritos.edu

• Click APPLY NOW button on the top menu 

• Click International Student Application 

 

http://www.cerritos.edu/


• Verify that you are on the International Application page. If the page does not say “International,” you are 

on the wrong page, refer to step 1.

 

2. Create your account.  

 
You must have an OpenCCC Account to begin an application. If you have already created an account, click Sign In and 

jump to step X. 

• Click Create an Account 

 
• Enter your preferred email, click Email My Security Code 

• Check your email for the verification code, the email should look like this:  



 
• Enter the code and click Verify Email 

 
• Complete Contact Information: 

o Primary phone number - This must be the applicant’s phone number (not a parent or agent). 

✓ enter + before the country code for non-US phone number 

o Terms of Use - Read and agree to the terms of use. 

o Home address - Provide your current physical home address. The applicant’s address should include: 

✓ Country 

✓ A house number and street name 

✓ Apartment number, if need 



✓ Postal code: enter all zeros if no postal code

 
• Complete Personal Information:  

 
 



• Create a Password - Make sure to write it down somewhere safe so you don’t forget it. 

 

3. ID.Me Verification   
Skip the ID.Me Verification. When you create your account or when you log back in, you may be asked to verify your 

identity through ID.me – International students will not be able to verify your identity through ID.me. 

• Click What if I can’t verify my identity with ID.me? to skip this verification 

  
• Click Decline ID.me 



 
 

Start a New Application  

 
NOTE: This application is used across all California Community Colleges. This guide will help you skip the questions that 

are not required and answer the ones we need so you can complete it more quickly and easily. 

Click Start a New Application 

 

 
 

4. Enrollment Information  
• Term Applying For – select the term you want to apply for 

• Educational Goal - Select the one that best matches your goal. Don’t worry, there’s no wrong answer.  

• Major Category – Choose the area you are most interested in 

• Intended Major or Program of Study - AA/AS means Associate Degree (2 year program). CERT means 

Certificate program (usually 1-1.5 years). 

o Not sure what major to select? Explore Cerritos’ Learning & Career Pathways 

o Still unclear? Choose the one that fits best. You can change your major once you start your first 

term at Cerritos College.  

o Note: if you are applying as a visiting/concurrent enrollment student or attending Cerritos to 

complete pre-requisites for admission to another school, select Intersegmental General 

Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) 

• Time Saving Tip #1: Skip the last question 

https://www.cerritos.edu/learningcareerpathways/default.htm


 
 

5. Profile Information  

• Previous Name – complete if you have a previous legal name used on legal documents or school records. 

Don’t provide nicknames. Skip if not applicable 

• Current Mailing Address – complete if different than the address provided when you created your account. 

If the same, check the box. 

• Non-U.S. Permanent Home Address – An International address in your home country is required. 

Complete this section, if different than the address provided when you created your account. If the same, 

check the box. 



 

6. Contact Information  
• Applicant Non-US Contact Information - Please enter the applicant’s permanent home phone number 

o Time Saving Tip #2: Complete only the Current non-US telephone field. Leave Alternate and Fax 

numbers blank. 



 

• Emergency Contact - Your emergency contact may be anyone in the US or in your home country. It may be 

your parent. 

 



• Parent/Guardian Contact - Provide information for one parent or legal guardian. This information may be 

the same as your Emergency Contact. If you do not have a parent or legal guardian, you may use any 

relative’s information. 

 
 

7. Education – This section is important, read carefully 

• Entry Level – choose the one the best applies to your situation 

o First-time student at a US College - you are currently in your home country or transferring from a 

high school in the US. 

o Transfer student from another US College - you are currently studying at or transferring from a 

school in the US, and have not previously studied at Cerritos College. This includes other colleges, 

universities, or English language programs in the U.S. 

o Returning to this College - you were previously enrolled at Cerritos College and are re-applying to 

return to this school.  

• Secondary/High School – choose the one the best applies for you 

o Foreign secondary school diploma/certificate of graduation - you graduated or will graduate from a 

non-US high school. Enter the graduation or expected graduation date (approximate dates are okay) 



 
o Received High School Diploma - you graduated or will graduate from a US-based high school. Enter 

the graduation or expected graduation date (approximate dates are okay) 

o Passed the GED, or received a High School Certificate of Equivalency - you took the General 

Educational Development (GED) test instead of completing traditional high school. Enter the date of 

the certificate. 

o Not a graduate of, and no longer enrolled in high school – if you are 18 years of age or older and 

did not complete high school 

• English Proficiency 

o Review the English Proficiency Requirements. Select “Yes…” if you meet the requirement with any of 

the listed  

• Last Secondary/High School Attended – choose the one the best applies to your situation 

o Select I attended a secondary/high school if you graduated, or will graduate from a high school.  

Provide your high school details, including approximate dates of attendance.  If you attended 

multiple high school, only list the school you have graduated or will graduate from 

 
o Select I did not attend a secondary/high school if you completed a GED or are 18+ year of age and 

did not complete a high school diploma. 

https://www.cerritos.edu/international/application-process.htm


• College Education - Select your highest level of college education. 

o No degree - you have not attended college or you have attended college, but have not earned a 

degree. 

o Received an associate (2-year) degree - Enter approximate date of graduation. 

o Received a bachelor (4-year) degree or higher - Enter approximate date of graduation. 

• Colleges/Universities Attended - select the number of colleges you have attended and enter details for 

each college. List each college you have attended. 

o Helpful Tip: the Attendance Ended date must be a date BEFORE the start of the semester for which 

you are applying. If you have not yet completed your program, or if you will stay enrolled while 

studying at Cerritos College (for example, as a concurrent enrollment student), use the end date of 

your current semester. (Example: applying for fall semester, which begins on 19 August, 2025. My 

current program/semester ends 23 May, 2025; use this date for the Attendance Ended field). 

8. Visa Dependents  
• Passport Information  

o Time Saving Tip #3:  check the box for No Passport Yet to skip this section. You will submit a copy 

of your passport by email later instead. 

• Visa Information:  check the box for No Passport Yet to skip this section.  

o Check No Visa Yet if you are if you are not currently studying/physically present in the US, even if 

you have a previous visa issued in your passport. 

 
o If you are currently studying in the U.S. or physically present in the U.S., choose your current visa: F-

1, J-1, M-1, or other. 



• Helpful Tip: If your visa has expired, enter the expiration year 2099. The app will not allow 

you to move ahead if you enter a year that has passed. 

 

• Additional Information  

o Time Saving Tip #4: Respond NO to Do you currently reside in the US? to skip this section. We do 

not need your I-94 information even if you are in the U.S.

 
o Time Saving Tip #5: Enter 0 (zero) to List all dependents, even if you do have dependents. If you 

have dependents/family members that will come to the U.S. with you, submit a copy of their 

passport(s) by email to intadmissions@cerritos.edu instead. 

 

9. Supplemental Questions – read these carefully, these questions are very important 
• Previously Enrolled: If you have attended Cerritos College in the past or if you accidentally submitted a 

domestic student application first, provide your 7-digit student ID. Skip this field if you have never attended 

Cerritos College or submitted a previous app. 

• Personal Information: Select your primary race or ethnicity from the list 

mailto:intadmissions@cerritos.edu


• Intercollegiate Sports: Complete this section if you are interested in any of the sports listed, we will put you 

in contact with the athletics department. 

• Prior Education: Select your primary race or ethnicity from the list 

o High School Certification – Select the statement that best applies to you 

o High School GPA – please provide your average Grade Point Average 

o High School Graduation year – enter the year you graduated or expect to graduate 

 
• Family Education Rights and Privacy Act Statement and Release: Read the statement carefully and 

answer your preference. A Yes response allows the California Community College system to release 

necessary personal information for the purpose of research, planning programs and offering special services 

to you.  

• For F-1 Transfer Applicants: This section should ONLY be completed by students who are currently 

attending another U.S. school/institution with an F-1 visa. Helpful Tip: Skip this section if you are not 

currently in F-1 status. 

o Name of Current advisor (DSO), Advisor’s Email, Advisor’s phone – consult with your school’s 

international student office for this information 

o Is your I-20 in active status?  

✓ Select Yes if your SEVIS record will be transferred in active status and you have not violated 

any regulations. And skip to next section. 

✓  Select No if you are aware that your I-20 has been TERMINATED or has EXPIRED. Cerritos 

College, in most cases, can help you apply for reinstatement of status (ROS) 

o If no, what is the status of your I-20 – if you responded No above, please select the status of your I-

20 from the list. Skip this question if you responded Yes above. 



o Date Terminated/Expires – enter a date only if your I-20 is TERMINATED or EXPIRED. Skip this 

question if you responded Yes.

 

• Please check here if you wish to enroll as a visiting/concurrent enrollment student… 
o Only click this box if you will enroll at Cerritos College as a visiting student and will maintain full-time 

enrollment (or OPT) and F-1 status at another school. 

 
o Leave this box blank if you are applying to attend Cerritos College as a full-time student 

 

• City of Birth: Enter the CITY you were born in (NOT the country). This is required to issue your I-20. 



• Agent Details: If you are working with an Agency/Education Company, please provide the agency name and 

your agent’s contact email in this section

 
 

 

• Admission Application Confirmation: Read each statement carefully and check each box, then type your 

name as your signature.

 

10. Demographic Information 
• Gender/Primary Language: Select the option that best fits you for each

 
 



• Nationality: Please provide your country of BIRTH (where were you born) and country of CITIZENSHIP (the 

country that issued or will issue your passport).

 
• Request for Consent to Release Information: Read the statement carefully and select the response you prefer. 

o If you respond, I consent, you allow the California Community College system to release necessary 

personal information for the purpose of research, planning programs and offering special services to 

you. 

• Authorized Agent or Representative: If you are working with an Agency/Education Company, your 

authorization is required to permit Cerritos College staff to release/share details about your application 

progress. Provide detailed contact information for the agent/representative you wish to grant access to. 



o Skip this if you are not working with an Agency/Education Company

 
 

11. Review Application 
Review your application for accuracy, make any changes necessary. You may download a PDF version of your application 

for your records. Click Confirm Application at the bottom of the page to advance to the final step. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

12. Submit Application 
You have reached the final step! Once you submit, you will not be able to make any changes to your application. Read 

the statement carefully and mark the box to agree to the statements before clicking Submit My Application. 

NOTE: You have submitted an application form, but your application packet is NOT COMPLETE.  

• Submit all supporting documents by email to intadmissions@cerritos.edu, as PDF attachments to complete your 

application and receive your I-20. Review supporting document requirements at 

https://www.cerritos.edu/international/application-process.htm  

o Supporting documents may include: 

▪ $50 application fee 

mailto:intadmissions@cerritos.edu
https://www.cerritos.edu/international/application-process.htm


▪ Financial Documents and Signed Sponsorship form 

▪ Academic Transcripts 

▪ Proof of English Proficiency 

▪ Visa related documents such as a copy of your passport and in some cases, your I-20 and visa 

Resuming an Application  
13. If you get logged out of the application, or need to pause and return to it later, you can resume where you left 

off: 

• Log into your account using the email and password you set up. Refer to #1 for instructions to navigate to the 

application login page. 

• Always Skip the Id.ME screen. For more details, refer to #3. 

• Click the pencil icon under the word Resume in the In-Progress International Applications section 
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