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2019-2020 In Progress POL - Political
Science

The Political Science Department offers a broad scope of courses
and serves Political Science transfer majors, GE transfer students,
vocational certificate and AA degree students. The use of
technology, in and outside the classroom, is greatly valued within the
Political Science Department. As such, the Department is one of the
pioneers in developing online instruction and incorporates
MyPoliSciLab as another vehicle for teaching Political Science
Students. Department faculty endeavor to serve as mentors to
students and participate in student organizations, clubs and other
campus activities. Moreover, instructors are constantly working to
keep their curriculum current to attract the diverse needs and
interests of our student body. If you take courses in our department,
you will: Attain a better understanding of liberty, freedom, justice,
and political power Learn about the political events that affect our
country and the world Study how our society and others make
political decisions Understand the challenges that are inherent in
developing public policy Gain an appreciation for the fundamental
ideas and choices that must be understood and addressed for any
society and its citizens to achieve success Develop positions and
viewpoints about human relations and the way our society and other
societies should be
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SWOT: Strength

Despite significant obstacles, there has been positive movement in success rates in the
Program since the last Program Review cycle. Even though the Department does not
currently hold a high success rate, however, the Department holds a higher success rate
and is improving at a faster rate than state peers. The Department accredits continued
improvement in student success to the Departments familiarity and expertise with
instructional technology that provides engaging experiences and stimulates learning for
each student as demonstrated in the 2008 report Teaching and Learning with
Instructional Technology by Pearson Publishing. The Department’s collective teaching
experience and passion for creating a student-centered and active learning environment
are also contributing strengths of the Program. For that reason, the Department will
continue to rely on its extensive experience and technology enhanced pedagogy to
further improve student engagement, student success, and student retention.

GOAL: In Progress

Promote teaching
excellence and
active learning to
improve student
engagement,
student success,
and student
retention.

Continue to utilize multimedia and instructional/educational
technology (e.g. MyLabsPLUS, PowerPoint, Prezi) to provide
engaging experiences that personalize, stimulate, and measure
learning for each student.

GOAL: In Progress

Improve student
engagement using
technology through
use of multimedia
content.

Develop and/or find multimedia content (e.g. short videos, websites)
that emphasizes major themes, concepts, or key terms in political
science to be used in American Government, Introduction to
Political Science, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and
Introduction to Political Theory courses.
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GOAL: In Progress APSA
Membership

APSA membership to allow full-time faculty in the department to
stay current in the political science field and to be in contact with
political scientists nationwide in order to better serve our students
and the campus community.

GOAL: In Progress Mobile
Technology

Submit a request to upgrade and/or provide updated or upgraded
mobile devices and technology (Laptops, tablets, Chromebooks,
iPad's, etc.) to full-time faculty to help the department better
facilitate learning using modern teaching methodology and
techniques.

SWOT: Weakness A weakness in the program is the lack of adequate transferable courses necessary for
majors to transfer successfully to surrounding four-year institutions. Currently, Cerritos
College students majoring in political science must meet requirements by completing
courses at other community colleges, including Cypress College and Long Beach City
College. Thus, the Department is fully committed to developing the necessary courses in
order to allow political science majors to meet transfer requirements within Cerritos
College. For example: i. Pol 240, Introduction to Political Theory. The course will
survey major themes in the history of political theory, including how best to govern
society, the quality and ethics of political leadership, the sources of law and
governmental authority, the issue of liberty and justice, and the role of the state in
economic relations. ii. POL 250, Introduction to Public Administration. This course will
introduce students to the concepts of public policy and administration and is designed to
familiarize students with the role and function of public agencies in contemporary
society. c. A lack of adequate transferable courses also prohibit the Program from
offering an Associate in Arts for Transfer in Political Science (AA-T) to help majors
transfer successfully. When viable, the Department will develop transfer model
curriculum and submit the necessary AA-T paperwork to Curriculum for approval. d.
Regrettably, the Program is burdened with some of the largest classroom enrollment
sizes at Cerritos College. In fact, some full-time faculty teach as many as 1,000 students
per year. Consequently, the current sixty student classroom enrollment size for both POL
101 and POL 201 offer severe challenges for the Program and negatively impact student
success: i. Instructors have limited flexibility to use different instructional approaches
and enrichment activities crucial for our diverse student population; including in-class
group activities, project-based learning activities, and writing assignments. ii. Instructors
have less time to teach because of additional class management difficulties. iii. Students
receive less individualized attention and interact less with the instructor. iv. Students are
less likely to participate in class discussion and become less likely to develop a stronger
and more personal rapport with their instructors. v. Students are more likely to be
distracted compared to a smaller enrollment size. In 1998, the History Department
moved from offering HIST 101 with sixty students to forty-eight students. As a result,
they have continued to see substantial improvements in student success. Unfortunately,
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despite previous approval by the Curriculum Committee in 2010, Administration has
blocked attempts by the Department to implement a reduction in maximum class
enrollment sizes necessary for student success. Therefore, it is the strategy of the
Department, in order to positively impact student success rates in POL 101 and 201
courses, to persuade Administration to allow the implementation of a vital and
authorized class size reduction. e. Student Learning Outcome (SLO's) assessment results
for POL 101 did not reflect the success rate of the Program. As the Department
investigated the issue, it became apparent that the majority of the SLO assessment
questions were inherently flawed. As a result, the Department will revisit SLOs,
specifically POL 101, to ensure they reflect the Program’s desired outcomes. Moreover,
the Department intends to review and rewrite the SLO assessment questions to better
reflect and measure course SLO's.

GOAL: Continued

Expand
departmental
educational
resources to
increase effective
teaching practices
and pedagogy,
student
engagement, and
student access to
other support
services.

Purchase and work with Media Services Department to create
political science educational posters. Purchase educational DVD's to
be utilized in the classroom and/or held with the department for
possible student projects and reports.

GOAL: In Progress

Expand
departmental
website to increase
effective teaching
practices and
pedagogy, student
engagement, and
student access to
other support
services.

Develop a Model UN webpage and integrate it with the department
website.

GOAL: In Progress Improve Student
Learning Outcome
(SLO's)
assessment results
to reflect

Review and rewrite POL 101 SLO questions used during the 2016
assessment process to better reflect course SLO's. Administer and
assess the new SLO examination tool during the fall 2017 semester.
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department success
rate

ACTIVITY: Not Started Request for two
office desk lamps

This is to improve productivity because of the poor lighting
conditions of the SS building.

RESOURCE: Capital
Tier 1 -
Critical
$200.00

Two
desk
lamps

This will improve faculty productivity and performance which will
help student success.

GOAL: Continued

Develop more
transferable
Political Science
courses in order to
improve pathway
for political
science majors to
achieve their
career goals

Develop a course on Public Administration and Policy (POL 270).

GOAL: In Progress
Closed captioning
software
($99-$150)

Closed captioning software to better serve DSPS students. Closed
captioning services via Media services has been too restrictive.

GOAL: In Progress
Procure a monitor
with a webcam
(Prof. Falcon).

Procure a monitor with a built-in webcam or a standalone webcam to
be used by Prof. Falcon for classroom use and student engagement.

SWOT: Opportunity Outside opportunities for the Program are mostly related to feeder school relationships
and university relationships. The Department is interested in building better relationships
with high school faculty members that teach civics and university faculty members that
receive our transferring political science majors. The Program is also interested in
collaborating with local, state, and federal government officials on collaborative projects
(internships, etc.). Nevertheless, due to time constraints, burdensomely large classroom
enrolment sizes, and limited size of the Program, the Department cannot take advantage
of the opportunities at this time. b. The Department participates in the Cerritos College
Teaching Assistant Program (TAP), which helps to prepare members of the
underrepresented groups to become college instructors. Participants in the program have
received training in the field, by completing the required coursework, but need an
opportunity to learn and practice the teaching techniques that are appropriate for
community college students. Since the last program review, a faculty member of the
Department has worked with one Teaching Assistant from a university in the area during
the 2009-2010 Fall and Spring semester respectively. Participation in TAP is based on
demand, which means the Department does not actively recruit Teaching Assistants.
Moreover, due to budget constraints there is no compensation for participants. However,
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the Department can coordinate with other Departments such as the Academic Support
Center or Student Success Center to see if the Program can secure monetary
compensation for Teaching Assistants. Consequently, TAP can be beneficially utilized to
help alleviate faculty burdened with large class sizes, provide students with disciple
specific tutorial services, mentor students, and help instructors with classroom
management and grading.

GOAL: In Progress

Investigate the
continuation and
funding for the
Teaching Assistant
Program (TAP).

Coordinate with other Departments such as the Academic Support
Center or Student Success Center to secure possible monetary
compensation for Teaching Assistants, thus establishing a pool of
potential new hires (full-time and part-time faculty), from the
Teaching Assistant Program (TAP)

SWOT: Threat

Student disengagement towards learning and the lack of student preparedness are both
major threats to the Program. Therefore, to provide innovative learning opportunities and
to promote student success and student retention in the Program, the Department will
continue to refer student to a variety of relevant workshops provided by the Student
Success Center. d. Much like student disengagement towards learning, apathy towards
the discipline of Political Science has been a major obstacle to the Program. To combat
this threat, the Department will focus on activities and projects that further expand
interest in the Program. Initially, the Department will assemble a flier encompassing
information about the field of political science, career opportunities, degree
requirements, and courses offered by the Program. In addition, the Department plans to
foster campus wide projects emphasizing political issues, events, and/or holidays (e.g.
Constitution Day). Furthermore, when possible, the Department will encourage the
reconstitution of the Political Science Club. e. Outdated software (office PC’s) inhibited
individual faculty within the Program from using technology effectively. Members of the
Department are unable to view videos and/or flash driven content when office/classroom
computers lack critical updates to software and plugins for internet browsers (e.g.
Mozilla Firefox). Unfortunately, downloading the required updates necessary for faculty
to be successful in and outside the classroom is only possible for users with
Administrative privileges. Consequently, the Department intends to discuss the
possibility of extending Administrative privileges to all full-time faculty within the
Program.

GOAL: In Progress Submit request to
hire POL SCI full-
time faculty
member to better
serve and inspire
students as tenured
faculty are
invested in the

1. The department currently has 14 sections of POL 101 taught by
part-time faculty (historically the department is asked to add
additional sections on a constant basis). 2. However, the department
has experienced great difficulty over the years in attracting and
maintaining a pool of qualified part-time faculty for our growing
class offerings. 3. There has been a remarkable increase in the
number of students majoring in Political Science for several years,
which truly requires the addition of another full-time faculty member



11/4/2019 Program Review Plus

programreviewplus.cerritos.edu/plans/385/overview 7/8

success and
engagement of
Cerritos College
students

if the program intends to remain successful. 4. Accordingly, because
of the increased popularity of the Political Science program, an
additional full-time faculty member is essential to help develop and
teach extra POL courses not currently offered (e.g. public
administration, race and gender politics, etc.). 5. Unlike simply
hiring additional part-time faculty, an added full-time faculty
member will be fully invested in Cerritos College students,
colleagues and the institution as a whole. 6. Moreover, students will
be better served and the institutional goal of student success will be
further realized with an additional full-time faculty member (i.e.
required office hours, letters of recommendation, counseling, major
fair participation, advisor to student clubs, serving on committees,
etc.). 7. An additional full-time faculty will also bring and share new
ideas with other department colleagues in ways an expanded part-
time pool cannot.

ACTIVITY: Not Started Hire a full time
faculty Hire a full time faculty

RESOURCE: Personnel
Tier 1 -
Critical
$100000.00

Hire a
full
time
faculty

Hire a full time faculty

ACTIVITY: In Progress POL Dept Display
Case

Submit request for a display case to be place on the third floor of the
Social Science Building (by SS313) to display student
accomplishments and to promote the field of political science and
political science affiliated clubs. Also submit a purchasing request
for political science memorabilia to be displayed.

GOAL: In Progress
POL Student
Success Center
workshops

Work collaboratively with the Student Success Center to refer a
variety of workshops to provide innovative learning opportunities
and increase student success.

GOAL: In Progress

Investigate the
continuation and
funding for the
Teaching Assistant
Program (TAP).

Coordinate with other Departments such as the Academic Support
Center or Student Success Center to secure possible monetary
compensation for Teaching Assistants, thus establishing a pool of
potential new hires (full-time and part-time faculty), from the
Teaching Assistant Program (TAP)

GOAL: In Progress
Closed captioning
software
($99-$150)

Closed captioning software to better serve DSPS students. Closed
captioning services via Media services has been too restrictive.

GOAL: In Progress POL Dept. Display
Case

Submit request for a display case to be place on the third floor of the
Social Science Building (by SS313) to display student
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accomplishments and to promote the field of political science and
political science affiliated clubs. Also submit a purchasing request
for political science memorabilia to be displayed.

SWOT: Opportunity

Outside opportunities for the Program are mostly related to feeder school relationships
and university relationships. The Department is interested in building better relationships
with high school faculty members that teach civics and university faculty members that
receive our transferring political science majors. The Program is also interested in
collaborating with local, state, and federal government officials on collaborative projects
(internships, etc.). Nevertheless, due to time constraints, burdensomely large classroom
enrolment sizes, and limited size of the Program, the Department cannot take advantage
of the opportunities at this time. b. The Department participates in the Cerritos College
Teaching Assistant Program (TAP), which helps to prepare members of the
underrepresented groups to become college instructors. Participants in the program have
received training in the field, by completing the required coursework, but need an
opportunity to learn and practice the teaching techniques that are appropriate for
community college students. Since the last program review, a faculty member of the
Department has worked with one Teaching Assistant from a university in the area during
the 2009-2010 Fall and Spring semester respectively. Participation in TAP is based on
demand, which means the Department does not actively recruit Teaching Assistants.
Moreover, due to budget constraints there is no compensation for participants. However,
the Department can coordinate with other Departments such as the Academic Support
Center or Student Success Center to see if the Program can secure monetary
compensation for Teaching Assistants. Consequently, TAP can be beneficially utilized to
help alleviate faculty burdened with large class sizes, provide students with disciple
specific tutorial services, mentor students, and help instructors with classroom
management and grading.
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