Associated Students of Cerritos College

IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
February 16, 2022
Deputy Director Amy Parker introduced the following Resolution,
Senator Madison Criollo seconded the following Resolution

A RESOLUTION

Condemning Caste-Based Discrimination and Supporting Caste-Based Protections
JR-2122-03

Whereas: The caste system in Hinduism is comprised of several levels, with an “out-of-caste” group
named the Dalit; and

Whereas: Their position outside of the caste system has historically caused severe discrimination and
physical violence, both in Hindu-specific spaces as well as in public services such as education; and

Whereas: This discrimination is also somewhat present towards the lowest in-caste group named the
Shudra; and

Whereas: A 2016 survey by Equality Labs indicates that a quarter of Dalits have experienced physical
violence based on their caste, as well as a third experiencing educational discrimination'; and

Whereas: The California State University system has made the breakthrough step of adding protections
against discrimination on the basis of caste to their anti-discrimination policy, prohibiting
“Discrimination based on any Protected Status”, which later includes “Race or Ethnicity (including
color, caste, or ancestry)”?; and

Whereas: Such a move was preceded by Brandeis University®, University of California, Davis*, and
other recent universities and community colleges, with Harvard University adding protections for its
graduate student workers’; and

Whereas: Despite objections®, governmental policy prohibiting discrimination on the basis of caste is
legal, as the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States does not inherently permit
discrimination when religion is used as the justifying factor’, and Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado
Civil Rights Commission was a limited-scope, single-instance decision which did not nullify Newman?®;
Resolved: The Associated Students of Cerritos College Senate condemns all caste-based violence,
especially that against Dalit and Shudra;

Resolved: The Associated Students of Cerritos College supports protections against discrimination and
violence on the basis of caste, and endorses their application across all relevant legal levels.
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Amendment History

Final Senate Action

Date of final vote: 2/16/2022

Senators Voting Aye: Alamgir, Bui, Criollo, Cuevas, Francos, Gomez, Jimenez, Lin, Lola, Ortega,
Rocha

Senators Voting Nay: 0

Senators Abstaining: 0

Vote Count: LlAye 0_ Nay gAbstain

Committee Referral

Referred to Committee? No
Committee Performing Review (if applicable):
Committee Chairperson:

Committee Action: (Report complete disposition, amendments, committee vote, or date of final action.)

Presidential Action

Presidential Action (Approved or Veto):

. 2/16/2022
Presidential Signature: Date:

If vetoed, state reason:
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