
 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
September 7, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
Member Role 23-24 Member  Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller  Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer  Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere   Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz  Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward    

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff    

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia    

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones     

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai    

Confidential rep Edith Finney    

ASCC Director of Student Services Vacant    

ASCC student representative Vacant  Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9  

 

2. Discussion & Action: 2023-24 Goals  

• The committee will finalize and vote on adoption of the 2023-2024 committee goals: 

i. From Spring 2023: 

1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-

person and online cohorts, to advance a sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: 

Strengthening the culture of completion) 

2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through 

online cohorts, interaction features, and app communication (EMP Goal A: 

Strengthening the culture of completion). 

ii. Any changes or additions? 

 

3. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• 23-24 Graduation & Commencement Dates Review 

i. Tentative dates to be provided at the meeting 

4. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  
 

5. Announcements 

• The members of the Student Life Committee will share updates from their respective areas 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, October 5, 2023 at 1:00 PM.  
o Dr. Hroch will present on campus KPI’s.  

 

 
6. Adjourn – 2:00 p.m. 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
September 7, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

Member Role          
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)  

23-24 Member  Present - P; Absent - 
A;  Vacant - V   

Dean of Student Services          Elizabeth Miller          P 

VP of Student Services          Robyn Brammer        A 

Coord. of Student Conduct          Cynthia Lavariere          P 

Student Activities Coordinator          Chris Dela Cruz       P 

ACCME rep 1          Maria Castro          P 

ACCME rep 2          Debra Ward          P 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)   Brooke Hanniff          P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services   Nellie Hernandez-Garcia      P 

Confidential Rep          Edith Finney          A 

CSEA rep 1          Nikki Jones          P 

CSEA rep 2          Maria Isai          P 

ASCC Director of Student 
Services          

-  

-  

 

ASCC student representative           

Bookstore Manager*          Rosie Alvarez      P 

Associate Dean, Student Health*          Hillary Mennella          A 

Dean of SAWS, or designee*          Elizabeth Page        P 

Chief of Campus Police*          Don Mueller          A 

Facilities representative*          Carlos Serna  A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9          ATTENDANCE          11  

Guest: Jason Barquero (Foundations & Alumni) 

 

2. Discussion & Action: 2023-24 Goals  

• The committee finalized and voted on adoption of the 2023-2024 committee goals: 

i. From Spring 2023: 

1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-

person and online cohorts, to advance a sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: 

Strengthening the culture of completion) 

2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through 

online cohorts, interaction features, and app communication (EMP Goal A: 

Strengthening the culture of completion) 

a. New Cerritos College app is available. App was launched three months ago. 

ii. Any changes or additions? 

1. Committee discussed adding a 3rd goal: Determine a more efficient way to streamline 

the ceremony, specifically during the presentation of the grads (name reading) and 

improving the flow of graduates exiting stage and keeping them engaged during the 

ceremony. 

 

3. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• 23-24 Graduation & Commencement Dates Review 

i. Tentative date: Friday, May 17, 2024, at 6PM.  



 

4. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  
• The committee received the following updates on this agenda topic. 

i. Open vendors: Campus Food Services & Zebra Coffee 
ii. EBT: Campus Food Services locations accept EBT 

iii. Cassidys Corner Update: the order for the prefab shipping container structure has been placed. 
We are hoping that the vendor will be able to start operating in November. 

iv. Vending machines: Committee members requested vending machines to be installed in the 
following locations: CDC, Stadium, Kinesiology, and along the walkway from parking lot 1 and 
the Aquatics Center.  

 
 

5. Announcements 

• The members of the Student Life Committee shared the following updates from their respective areas: 
i. Foundations: 

1. Foundations Golf Classic Tournament  
a. September 18th at Friendly Hills Golf Club. 
b. VRC, Falcons Nest, and Athletics will be hosting fundraiser games at some of 

the holes. 
c. Fundraising for this event has already surpassed that of last year’s event. 

2. Student Activities: 
a. Past events were a success: 

i. Play Day – 80 participants; Equity Mixer - 70-80 participants;  
Club Rush- 200 participants 

b. Upcoming events: 
1. 9/27/23 - La Feria  
2. 10/21/23 - Homecoming Tailgate 

c. Club advisors still needed. The role of an advisor encompasses that you are 
available to attend and supervise club meetings and events, and make sure 
the club is following campus policies and procedures. 

i. Contact Chris Dela Cruz if you are interested 
d. Student microwaves update- microwaves were removed due to vandalism. All 

four microwaves had their doors taken off. New microwaves will be ordered 
soon.  

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, October 5, 2023 at 1:00 PM.  
o Dr. Hroch will present on campus KPI’s.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Adjourn – 2:00 p.m. 

 



 
 

 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
October 5, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
Member Role 23-24 Member  Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller  Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer  Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere   Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz  Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward    

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff    

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia    

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones     

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai    

Confidential rep Edith Finney    

ASCC Director of Student Services or 
designee 

Airad Reyes    

ASCC student representative Prisila Duran  Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9  

2. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• 23-24 Graduation & Commencement Dates Review 

• 2024 Grad Fair Date Selection.  The Committee shall discuss and act on holding one extended day, or two 

briefer days.  

3. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College App Updates 

• The committee shall be provided an update on the implementation of the Cerritos College app, and how 
it has been used to engage students on campus.  
 

 

4. Information: Cerritos College Key Performance Indicators (KPI) 

• Dr. Amber Hroch will provide a presentation on Cerritos College KPI’s.  

5. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  
 

 

 

6. Announcements 

• The members of the Student Life Committee will share updates from their respective areas 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 1:00 PM.  

7. Adjourn – 2:00 p.m. 



 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
October 5, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 
Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• Committee reviewed the 23-24 Graduation & Commencement Dates  

• 2024 Grad Fair Date Selection.  The Committee discussed holding one extended day, or two briefer days.  

▪ Committee members discussed the pros and cons of the options: one extended day, or two 

briefer days. 

▪ Nikki moved that the Grad Fair takes place one day, April 23rd, from 10am-5pm. Brook 

seconded the motion. No objections. Motion passes.  

▪ Grad Fair will be held on Tuesday April 23rd from 10am-5pm  

3. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College App Updates 

• Topic postponed to next meeting. 
 

4. Information: Cerritos College Key Performance Indicators (KPI) 
• Robyn Brammer and Frank Mixon provided a presentation on Cerritos College’s KPI's. 

▪ The college’s stretch goal: Graduate 50% of student in 5 or fewer years 

▪ KPIs will help us track our efforts toward our goal. 

 
 

Member Role 

(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)   
23-24 Member   Present - P; Absent - 

A;  Vacant - V    

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller P  

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer P  

Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere P  

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz P  

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  A 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff P  

Faculty rep 2 (student services Nellie Hernandez-Garcia  P  

Confidential Rep Edith Finney A  

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones P  

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai P  

ASCC Director of Student Services Airad Reyes P 

ASCC student representative Prisila Duran P  

Bookstore Manager* Rosie Alvarez P  

Associate Dean, Student Health* Hillary Mennella A  

Dean of SAWS, or designee* Elizabeth Page A 

Chief of Campus Police* Don Mueller A  

Facilities representative* Carlos Serna A  

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9  ATTENDANCE  11   



5. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• Topic postponed to next meeting. 
 

 

 

6. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 1:00 PM.  

7. Adjourn – 2:01 p.m. 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
November 2, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 
 
Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
Member Role 23-24 Member  Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller  Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer  Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere   Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz  Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward    

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff    

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia    

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones     

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai    

Confidential rep Edith Finney    

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes    

ASCC student representative Prisila Duran  Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9  

 
2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee shall discuss options for graduate name-reading, such as occurring during the procession 
into the ceremony.  

3. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College App Updates 
• The committee shall be provided an update on the implementation of the Cerritos College app, and how 

it has been used to engage students on campus.  
 

4. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  
• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 

feedback on food & vending services.  
 

5. Announcements 
• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, December 2, 2023 at 1:00 PM.  

 
6. Adjourn 

 



STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
November 2, 2023 │ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion)
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion).
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness).

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call

Member Role 
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)  

23-24 Member Present - P; Absent 
- A;  Vacant - V

Dean of Student Services  Elizabeth Miller  P 

VP of Student Services  Robyn Brammer  P 

Coord. of Student Conduct  Cynthia Lavariere   P 

Student Activities Coordinator  Chris Dela Cruz   P 

ACCME rep 1  Maria Castro   P 

ACCME rep 2  Debra Ward   A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)    Brooke Hanniff   P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services    Nellie Hernandez-Garcia  P 

Confidential Rep  Edith Finney   P 

CSEA rep 1  Nikki Jones   P 

CSEA rep 2  Maria Isai  P 

ASCC Director of Student Services  Airad Reyes  P 

ASCC student representative  Prisila Duran  P 

Bookstore Manager*  Rosie Alvarez  P 

Associate Dean, Student Health*  Hillary Mennella  A 

Dean of SAWS, or designee*  Elizabeth Page   P 

Chief of Campus Police*  Brian Hill (for Don Mueller) P 

Facilities representative*  Carlos Serna  A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9  ATTENDANCE           15 

2. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement

• The Committee discussed options for graduate name-reading, such as occurring during the procession

into the ceremony.

i. Main concerns are that the ceremony is too long and half the grads left before the ceremony

was finished.

ii. Committee discussed considering changing the ceremony around.

1. Name reading and crossing the stage during the graduate procession before the

graduates enter the seats.

3. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College App Updates

• The committee received an update on the implementation of the Cerritos College app, and how it has
been used to engage students on campus.

i. Dean Miller shared the app “Insights” data of app users: 5,000 users, 7,000 downloads.
ii. Falcon Wall is very popular with high engagement.

1. Committee student representative Airad Reyes suggested that an event wall be
created in order to centralize event announcements. When events are posted to the
Falcon Wall, the post can get lost quickly.



4. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services

• The committee received updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.

i. Cassidy’s Corner: opening date pushed back and will most likely open Spring 2024. We are 
waiting on the delivery of the structure, which will then need to be connected.

ii. Bookstore- diploma frames are on sale.

5. Announcements

• ASCC Leadership Retreat applications are now open.

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, December 7 , 2023 at 1:00 PM.

6. Adjourn-1:58pm



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
January 18, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 12B │ 1:00 PM 

 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 
Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
Member Role 23-24 Member  Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller  Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer  Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere   Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz  Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward    

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff    

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia    

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones     

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai    

Confidential rep Edith Finney    

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes    

ASCC student representative Prisila Duran  Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9  

 
2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee shall receive updates on Commencement planning 

i. Student Commencement Speaker 

ii. Grad Fair 

• The Committee shall discuss changes to the procession and graduate seating, and related impacts on the 

guest ADA seating section.  

3. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

 
4. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, February 1, 2024 at 1:00 PM.  
 

5. Adjourn 

 



STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
January 18, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 12B │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion)
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion).
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness).

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call

Member Role            
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)     

23-24 Member    Present - P; 
Absent - A;  
Vacant - V 

Dean of Student Services             Elizabeth Miller            P 

VP of Student Services            Robyn Brammer          P 

Coord. of Student Conduct             Cynthia Lavariere            P 

Student Activities Coordinator             Chris Dela Cruz         P 

ACCME rep 1            Maria Castro            A 

ACCME rep 2            Debra Ward            A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)      Brooke Hanniff            P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services      Nellie Hernandez-Garcia        A 

Confidential Rep            Edith Finney            P 

CSEA rep 1            Nikki Jones            P 

CSEA rep 2            Maria Isai            P 

ASCC Director of Student Services            Airad Reyes   A 

ASCC student representative             Prisila Duran   A 

Bookstore Manager*            Rosie Alvarez        P 

Associate Dean, Student Health*            Hillary Mennella            A 

Dean of SAWS, or designee*            Elizabeth Page          A 

Chief of Campus Police*            Don Mueller A 

Facilities representative*            Carlos Serna    A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9            ATTENDANCE            9 

Guests: Jason Barquero 

2. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement

• The Committee received updates on Commencement planning

i. Student Commencement Speaker

1. Commencement speaker application information is posted on the Commencement

webpage. Committee viewed a draft of the flyer. Please start to promote this

opportunity to students.

ii. Grad Fair

1. April 23, from 10am to 5pm. One day, extended hours.

2. Departments will be invited to participate.

3. Graduates will be able to pick up pre-ordered regalia and their guest tickets.

a. Webpage will be updated once the regalia pre-order information and

instructions are finalized.

b. If students are unable to attend, they will be able to order their regalia via the

Bookstore website and pick up their tickets in the Student Activities office.

Commencement webpage will have the details and information.



 

iii. Related Discussion 

1. Brooke Hanniff will request Faculty to promote and share commencement information 

to their LCP groups via Pronto chat. 

2. Cerritos College App: A Commencement wall will be created to promote and share 

commencement information. 

• The Committee discussed changes to the procession and graduate seating and related impacts on the 

guest ADA seating section.  

i. Procession: Name reading and crossing of the stage to occur as part of the graduate 

procession. Graduates will walk from the Field House field directly to the stage. 

ii. Guest tickets will be assigned to either the Visitor or Home side. Committee discussed having 

the ADA seating on both sides of the stadium. 

iii. Committee discussed alternative placement of the wall screens that are currently placed at the 

50-yard line. 

3. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee received updates on campus food & vending services.  
i. Subway: has re-opened and their hours of operation are 10am-3pm, Monday through 

Thursday. 
ii. Cassidy’s Corner: The new building was delivered, and everything has been hooked up for their 

crew to start moving in. They will be opening soon! 
iii. Bookstore: Rosie provided and update on the business/ traffic since the start of the spring 

semester.  
1. Bookstore is also working with the Basic Needs office which is currently awarding 

Cerritos College Bookstore vouchers (good for books and supplies) to qualifying 
students.  

 

 

4. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, February 1, 2024, at 1:00 PM, in room AP11 
 

5. Adjourn 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
February 1, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

Unofficial meeting- quorum not met 
 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 
Meeting Notes: 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

Member Role              
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)      

23-24 Member      Present - P;  
Absent - A;    
Vacant - V  

Dean of Student Services              Elizabeth Miller              A 

VP of Student Services              Robyn Brammer            A 

Coord. of Student Conduct              Cynthia Lavariere              A 

Student Activities Coordinator              Chris Dela Cruz           P   

ACCME rep 1              Maria Castro              P 

ACCME rep 2              Debra Ward              A   

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)    Brooke Hanniff              P   

Faculty rep 2 (student services       Nellie Hernandez-Garcia          P  

Confidential Rep              Edith Finney              A  

CSEA rep 1              Nikki Jones              P   

CSEA rep 2              Maria Isai              P   

ASCC Director of Student Services             Airad Reyes     P  

ASCC student representative              Prisila Duran     A  

Bookstore Manager*              Rosie Alvarez          A  

Associate Dean, Student Health*              Hillary Mennella              A   

Dean of SAWS, or designee*              Elizabeth Page            A  

Chief of Campus Police*              Don Mueller  A  

Facilities representative*              Carlos Serna      A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9              ATTENDANCE              7 

Guest(s): Jason Barquero, Denise Marshall  
 

2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee received updates Commencement planning 

i. Student Commencement Speaker 

1. Application will be advertised on a-frames after Feb. 9th. 

2. Brooke shared the application info and flyer with the LCP faculty. They will send the 

info to their students via Pronto. 

ii. Ceremony lay-out 

1. ADA Seating: two sections next year-one on each side. 

2. Band: stage will be set-up on the visitor’s side. 

3. AV: planning to have the screens moved back, behind the students, for guests to view. 

iii. Budget 

1. Dr. Miller will be requesting additional ASCC funding from the ASCC Senate. 

 



 

3. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee received updates on this agenda topic, and were provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

i. Cassidy’s Corner: Opening soon! They are working on the final touches to open up shop. 
ii. Subway: Opened at the start of Spring semester. 

iii. Pepsi Co.: contract update 
 

4. Announcements 

• Student Activities: 
o Luna New Years celebration on Wednesday February 7, 12:30-1:30pm in the Student Center. 
o Cupid’s Ball, February 9th 

 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, March 7, 2024 at 1:00 PM.  
 

5. Adjourn, 1:32 pm 

 



 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
February 1, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 
Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
Member Role 23-24 Member  Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller  Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer  Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere   Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz  Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro  Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward    

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff    

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia    

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones     

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai    

Confidential rep Edith Finney    

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes    

ASCC student representative Prisila Duran  Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9  

 
2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee shall receive updates and provide feedback on Commencement planning 

i. Student Commencement Speaker 

ii. Ceremony lay-out 

iii. Budget 

3. Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

 
4. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is Thursday, March 7, 2024 at 1:00 PM.  
 

5. Adjourn 

 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
March 7, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

Agenda 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee shall receive updates and provide feedback on Commencement planning 

i. Student regalia ordering changes 

ii. Student Commencement Speaker 

iii. Grad Fair 

1. Guest Tickets 

2. Participating Tables 

iv. Ceremony lay-out & AV 

v. Budget 

3. Information: New online student engagement platform – Campus Groups 

• The committee will receive an overview of the student engagement platform Campus Group, which will 
replace the current FalconSync system beginning in July 2024. 
 

4. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

 

 

  

5. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is April, March 4, 2024 at 1:00 PM.  
o Student Commencement Speaker Finalists will present speech at this meeting, and committee 

will determine final speaker.  

• Grad Fair – Tuesday, April 23, 2024 – 10am-5pm 

• Commencement – Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm 

6. Adjourn 



2023-2024 Members 
Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9 
 

Member Role 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer 

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere  

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff 

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia 

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones  

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai 

Confidential rep Edith Finney 

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes 

ASCC student representative VACANT 

Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
March 7, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 
MINUTES 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
 

Member Role             
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)     

23-24 Member     Present - P; 
Absent - A;   
Vacant - V 

Dean of Student Services             Elizabeth Miller              P 

VP of Student Services             Robyn Brammer            A 

Coord. of Student Conduct             Cynthia Lavariere              P 

Student Activities Coordinator             Chris Dela Cruz           P 

ACCME rep 1             Maria Castro              A 

ACCME rep 2             Debra Ward              A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)      Brooke Hanniff              P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services      Nellie Hernandez-Garcia          A 

Confidential Rep             Edith Finney              P 

CSEA rep 1             Nikki Jones              P 

CSEA rep 2             Maria Isai              P 

ASCC Director of Student Services             Airad Reyes     A 

ASCC student representative             Matthew Roman  A 

Bookstore Manager*             Brianne Freeman P 

Associate Dean, Student Health*             Hillary Mennella              P 

Dean of SAWS, or designee*             Elizabeth Page            P 

Chief of Campus Police*             Don Mueller  A 

Facilities representative*             Carlos Serna      P 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9             ATTENDANCE             11 

 Guests: Jason Barquero; David Rincon 
 

2.  Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee received updates and provided feedback on Commencement planning. 

i. Student regalia ordering changes: 

1. Regalia will only be sold online on the Bookstore website for direct shipping to 

student. They will not be picking up their regalia orders at the Grad Fair. Regalia will be 

available for purchase starting next week. Encourage students to order online by April 

23 to receive it in time for the ceremony. 

a. The bookstore will only be carrying a small inventory of caps and tassels in-

store, along with their graduate gifts. 

2. Sashes: Customizable sashes are sold through Jostens. It takes about 6 weeks for 

custom orders. 

 

 

 

 

ii. Student Commencement Speaker 



1. Timeline:  

a. Application deadline: March 8 at 11:59pm. 

b. Auditions will be held March 22. 

c. Finalists will audition in front of this committee at the April 4th meeting. 

 

iii. Considerations Guest Speaker  

1. Committee discussed a request to review a potential guest speaker, Mario Diaz, 

Deputy Under Secretary of the Army, for this year’s ceremony or possibly as the next 

years ceremony speaker. No decision has been made. 

 

iv. Grad Fair - April 23, 10am-5pm 

1. Guest Tickets 

a. Tickets have been ordered. To help with the entrance lines, this year we will 

be implementing a ticket system that designates guest seats to either the 

Home or Visitors side. They will not be allowed to cross over to the other 

side. 

i. Graduates will be able to pick either the Home or Visitor side tickets 

when they pick up their tickets.  

2. Participating Tables 

a. Departments will soon be receiving an invitation to sign up to participate in 

Grad Fair. 

 

v. Ceremony lay-out & AV 

1. PCE: David gave an update regarding the quotes from PCE and two alternative 

vendors.   Because we are getting close to the event, the recommendation of moving 

forward with PCE, rather than bringing in a new vendor to start from scratch this close 

to the event, was made. 

2. Pre-recorded Announcements: Jason Barquero will work with David to record the 

tracks of the ceremony pre-recordings. 

3. Name Announcers: Jason, Frank, Rosa, and Monica Lopez. 

4. ADA seating: Due to new ticket and seating procedure, we will have two ADA track 

seating sections, one on each side. 

 

vi. Budget 

1. Committee received an update of the quotes and requisitions. 

2. ASCC approved Dr. Miller’s request for additional funding of $13,000.  

 

3. Information: New online student engagement platform – Campus Groups 

• The committee received a quick update of the student engagement platform Campus Group, which will 
replace the current FalconSync system beginning in July 2024. 

i. Earlier this year, our students reviewed three different platforms and voted to move forward 
with Campus Group. 

 
 

4. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee received updates food & vending services.  
i. Bookstore: Will be closed during spring break. They are planning on getting the library vending 

machine up and running before students return from break. 
ii. Cassidy’s Corner: Opening date has been delayed. We are waiting on LA County permits. 

iii. Campus Food Services: They are confirmed to be our commencement ceremony food vendors. 

 
 

 

5. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is April 4, 2024, at 1:00pm.  
o Student Commencement Speaker Finalists will present speech at this meeting, and committee 

will determine final speaker.  



• Falcon Games – April 19 at 12pm at the softball stadium.  
o Staff/Faculty vs. Students Kickball game will start at 2pm. Please contact Chris Dela Cruz if you 

would like to participate.  

• Grad Fair – Tuesday, April 23, 2024 – 10am-5pm 

• Commencement – Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm 
 
 

6. Adjourn 



 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
April 4, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

 

 

 

Agenda 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

2. Action Item: 2024 Student Commencement Speaker  
• The committee will hear auditions for the Student Commencement Speaker Finalists chosen by the 

student committee.  
i.Each student will audition separately: Annie Gutierrez & Emily Pita Bautista 

ii.The committee will deliberate and select the 2024 Student Commencement Speaker  

o We will talk about goals for next year 

3. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee shall receive updates and provide feedback on Commencement planning 

i. Grad Fair 

1. Participating Tables 

2. Volunteers - if interested in volunteering, sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4BAFA82EA4F58-48461798-2024#/  

ii. Faculty involvement in Commencement – will there be a cheering section and when? 

 
4. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

 

 

5. Announcements 

• Grad Fair – Tuesday, April 23, 2024 – 10am-5pm 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is May 2, 2024 at 1:00 PM.  

• Commencement – Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm 

6. Adjourn 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4BAFA82EA4F58-48461798-2024#/


2023-2024 Members 
Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9 
 

Member Role 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer 

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere  

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff 

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia 

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones  

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai 

Confidential rep Edith Finney 

ASCC Director of Student Services or 
designee 

Airad Reyes 

ASCC student representative Matthew Roman 

Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez 

Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page 

Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

 



STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
April 4, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion)
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion).
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness).

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call

Member Role 
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member) 

23-24 Member     Present - P; 
Absent - A;   

Vacant - V 

Dean of Student Services             Elizabeth Miller             P 

VP of Student Services             Robyn Brammer           P 

Coord. of Student Conduct             Cynthia Lavariere             P 

Student Activities Coordinator             Chris Dela Cruz          P 

ACCME rep 1             Maria Castro             P 

ACCME rep 2             Debra Ward             A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff             P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services      Nellie Hernandez-Garcia         A 

Confidential Rep             Edith Finney             A 

CSEA rep 1             Nikki Jones             P 

CSEA rep 2             Maria Isai             P 

ASCC Director of Student Services             Airad Reyes    P 

ASCC student representative             Matthew Roman P 

Bookstore Manager*             Brianne Freeman P 

Bookstore* Rosie Alvarez P 

Associate Dean, Student Health*             Hillary Mennella             P 

Dean of SAWS, or designee*             Elizabeth Page           P 

Chief of Campus Police*             Don Mueller P 

Facilities representative*             Carlos Serna     A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9             ATTENDANCE             15 

Guests: Robin Taylor and David Rincon 

2. Action Item: 2024 Student Commencement Speaker
• The committee heard auditions for the Student Commencement Speaker Finalists chosen by the student 

committee.
i. Each student auditioned separately: Annie Gutierrez & Emily Pita Bautista

ii. The committee deliberated and selected the 2024 Student Commencement Speaker.

• Elizabeth Page moved to select the top scoring candidate (Gutierrez) as the 2024 
commencement speaker. Brooke Hanniff seconded. No objections. The motion passes. 

3. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement

• The Committee received updates and provide feedback on Commencement planning

i. Grad Fair- Chris provided an update

1. Participating Tables- of all the departments that received an invitation, only two have 
not replied back yet.



a. Departments who have not received an invitation to table, who would like to

participate, can email Chris.

2. Volunteers - if interested in volunteering, sign up here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4BAFA82EA4F58-48461798-2024#/

ii. Faculty involvement in Commencement – will there be a cheering section and when?

1. Committee discussed ideas of where to place the cheering line while the procession

and the graduate names are being called.

iii. Other related items:

1. SAS, CCPD, and Dean Miller met to discuss the ADA concerns related to parking.

2. Admissions is finalizing the graduates list. Students are still able to submit their

petitions; however, their names will not be printed in the program booklet.

a. Dr. Miller will be able to run weekly queries to check for any newly added

graduates.

4. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services

• The committee received updates on food & vending services.
i. Bookstore: Students are ordering their regalia via Jostens. Approx. 50 orders have been placed.

ii. Cassidy’s Corner Café: opening pushed back due to delays of approvals from LA county.

5. Announcements

• Grad Fair – Tuesday, April 23, 2024 – 10am-5pm

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting is May 2, 2024 at 1:00 PM.
o We will talk about goals for next year

• Commencement – Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm

6. Adjourn

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4BAFA82EA4F58-48461798-2024#/


 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
May 2, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to advance a 

sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction features, and app 

communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates 

leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 
 

 

 

Agenda 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

2. 2024-2025 Goal Discussion 
• The Committee shall draft goals for the following Academic Year 

3. 2023-2024 SLC Committee Self-Evaluation 
• The Committee shall take a few minutes to complete the annual Shared Governance Committee online 

self-evaluation survey: https://cerritosierp.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0VxVbJcD8LblqCy  
i. Survey due by May 17 for those not present.  

 

 

 

4. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 
• The Committee shall receive updates and provide feedback on Commencement planning 

i. Grad Fair debrief 
ii. Commencement Speaker Update 

iii. Commencement Day-of Schedule 
• Other items from the floor 

5. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  
• The committee will receive updates on this agenda topic, and be provided the opportunity to provide 

feedback on food & vending services.  

6. Announcements 
• Commencement Events 

o Graduate Info Session #1 – May 9th at 5pm (Zoom) 
o Graduate Info Session #2 – May 10th at 12pm (Zoom) 
o Student/STH Event Support Training – May 13th at 12pm (Zoom and/or AP 12) 
o Faculty Information Session – May 14th at 11am (Zoom) 
o Staff & Manager Event Support Training – May 14th at 12pm (Zoom and/or AP 12) 
o Commencement! Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm – Falcon Stadium 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting – Commencement Debrief is TBD 
 

7. Adjourn 
  

https://cerritosierp.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0VxVbJcD8LblqCy


2023-2024 Members 
Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring - 9 
 

Member Role 23-24 Member 
Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer 

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere  

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff 

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia 

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones  

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai 

Confidential rep Edith Finney 

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes 

ASCC student representative Matthew Roman 

Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 
Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez  

Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page & Robin Taylor 

Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

 



 
 

 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
May 2, 2024│ Auto Partners Room 11 │ 1:00 PM 

 Student Life Committee Goals 2023-2024 
1. Explore strategies and develop recommendations to connect students through in-person and online cohorts, to 

advance a sense of belonging on campus (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion) 
2. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online cohorts, interaction 

features, and app communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the culture of completion). 
3. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the Commencement Ceremony, to reduce 

graduates leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org effectiveness). 

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

Member Role   
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)  

23-24 Member  Present - P;   
Absent - A;     

Vacant - V  

Dean of Student Services    Elizabeth Miller P 

VP of Student Services   Robyn Brammer P 

Coord. of Student Conduct   Cynthia Lavariere P 

Student Activities Coordinator   Chris Dela Cruz A 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro A 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward A 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff P 

Faculty rep 2 (student services Nellie Hernandez-Garcia A 

Confidential Rep Edith Finney A 

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones P 

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai P 

ASCC Director of Student Services Airad Reyes  P 

ASCC student representative  Matthew Roman P 

Bookstore Manager* Rosie Alvarez  P 

Associate Dean, Student Health* Hillary Mennella A 

Dean of SAWS, or designee* Elizabeth Page P 

Chief of Campus Police*  Don Mueller P 

Facilities representative*  Carlos Serna A 

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9               ATTENDANCE               11 

Guests: Robin Taylor, David Rincon 
 

2. 2024-2025 Goal Discussion 

• The Committee drafted goals for the following Academic Year: 

i. Determine a location for the 2026 Commencement ceremony, when the Falcon Stadium 
is unavailable.   

ii. Student Housing – if funding, goal related to this group providing feedback on 
programmatic areas  

iii. Develop practices to utilize the Cerritos College App to engage students through online 
cohorts, interaction features, and app communication (EMP Goal A: Strengthening the 
culture of completion).  

1. Grow number of departments utilizing the app  
iv. Explore strategies to streamline presentation of the graduates during the 

Commencement Ceremony, to reduce graduates leaving early.  (EMP Goal: Org 
effectiveness).  



• Goals will be finalized at the September 2024 meeting. 
 

3. 2023-2024 SLC Committee Self-Evaluation 

• The Committee received information for the annual Shared Governance Committee online self-

evaluation survey. The link will be emailed to members. Link to survey: 

https://cerritosierp.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0VxVbJcD8LblqCy  

i. Survey due by May 17.  
 

4. Information & Discussion: 2024 Commencement 

• The Committee received updates and provided feedback on Commencement planning 

i. Grad Fair debrief 

1. Approx. 730 graduating students picked up their tickets. Deadline for tickets to be 

pick-up is May 10.  

2. Feedback: 

a. Add more ticket lines to reduce lines and wait. Currently, we have the names 

divided into three ticket pick-up lines. 

b. Open doors 30- minutes earlier than what is advertised. 

c. Schedule the event from 10am-3pm. (After 1pm, the traffic dramatically 

decreased). 

ii. Commencement Speaker Update 

1. Dr. Miller provided an update on guest speaker. Guest speaker is no longer available. 

a. We will move forward with Dr. Fierro and the student speaker. 

2. The committee received an update on the student speaker who has been working with 

Brooke to prepare for the speech. 

iii. Commencement Day-of Schedule 

1. Dr. Miller is finalizing the scheduled and work assignments for commencement. 

2. Training sessions currently scheduled for event support (5/13 @ 12pm), faculty (5/14 

@ 11am), staff & managers (5/14 @ 12pm) 

3. Graduate Info Sessions on Zoom (May 9 + 10) Registration required.  

• Other items from the floor 

i. Name announcers confirmed. 

ii. Committee discussed event security measures. 

iii. David Rincon provided an update on AV and stage needs.  

1. Committee requested for extra speakers and a ramp for the main stage. 

 

5. Information & Discussion: Cerritos College Food Court, Vending, & Bookstore Services  

• The committee received updates on this agenda topic, and was given the opportunity to provide 
feedback on food & vending services.  

i. Bookstore: EOPS & Basic Needs students are picking up their regalia in store. 
ii. Frantones: vacating their on-campus location by end of May 2024. 

iii. Cassidy’s Corner: update provided to committee. 
 

6. Announcements 

• Commencement Events 
o Graduate Info Session #1 – May 9th at 5pm (Zoom) 
o Graduate Info Session #2 – May 10th at 12pm (Zoom) 
o Student/STH Event Support Training – May 13th at 12pm (Zoom and/or AP 12) 
o Faculty Information Session – May 14th at 11am (Zoom) 
o Staff & Manager Event Support Training – May 14th at 12pm (Zoom and/or AP 12) 
o Commencement! Friday, May 17, 2024 – 6pm – Falcon Stadium 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting – Commencement Debrief (June meeting) will be moved June 13th 
instead of June 6th. 

 
7. Adjourn 

https://cerritosierp.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0VxVbJcD8LblqCy


 
 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
June 13, 2024│ Zoom │ 1:00 PM 

 

 
Agenda 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 
 

2023-2024 Members (Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring – 9): 
 

Member Role 23-24 Member 

Dean of Student Services Elizabeth Miller 

VP of Student Services Robyn Brammer 

Faculty Coord. of Student Conduct Cynthia Lavariere  

Student Activities Coordinator Chris Dela Cruz 

ACCME rep 1 Maria Castro 

ACCME rep 2 Debra Ward 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional) Brooke Hanniff 

Faculty rep 2 (student services) Nellie Hernandez-Garcia 

CSEA rep 1 Nikki Jones  

CSEA rep 2 Maria Isai 

Confidential rep Edith Finney 

ASCC Director of Student Services or designee Airad Reyes 

ASCC student representative Matthew Roman 

Ex-Officio Members 23-24 Member 

Bookstore Manager Rosie Alvarez  

Associate Dean of Student Health Hillary Mennella  

Dean of SAWS, or designee Liz Page & Robin Taylor 

Chief of Campus Police Don Mueller 

Facilities representative Carlos Serna 

 
2. Commencement 2024 Debrief 

• What went well 

• What could be improved 

• What are new opportunities or ideas 

• What challenges/threats hold us back from the best possible experience 
 

3. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting – September 5, 2024 at 1pm 
 

4. Adjourn 
 

https://cerritos-edu.zoom.us/j/87965778387?pwd=YndRYlpJOXV5ZTFieUZQOVlmWGY0dz09&from=addon


 
 

 

 

 

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE 
June 13, 2024│ Zoom │ 1:00 PM 

 

Minutes 

1. Welcome: Introductions & Roll Call 

2023-2024 Members (Quorum Requirement: Fall - 6; Spring – 9): 

Member Role    
(*denotes Ex-Officio Member)   

23-24 Member   Present - P;    
Absent - A;      

Vacant - V   

Dean of Student Services     Elizabeth Miller  P  

VP of Student Services    Robyn Brammer  P  

Coord. of Student Conduct    Cynthia Lavariere  A 

Student Activities Coordinator    Chris Dela Cruz  P 

ACCME rep 1  Maria Castro  A 

ACCME rep 2  Debra Ward  P 

Faculty rep 1 (instructional)  Brooke Hanniff  P  

Faculty rep 2 (student services  Nellie Hernandez-Garcia  A  

Confidential Rep  Edith Finney  P  

CSEA rep 1  Nikki Jones  A 

CSEA rep 2  Maria Isai  P  

ASCC Director of Student Services  Airad Reyes   A  

ASCC student representative   Matthew Roman  A  

Bookstore Manager*  Rosie Alvarez   P  

Associate Dean, Student Health*  Hillary Mennella  P  

Dean of SAWS, or designee*  Elizabeth Page  P  

Chief of Campus Police*   Don Mueller  P  

Facilities representative*   Carlos Serna  A  

Quorum: Fall – 6; Spring – 9                ATTENDANCE                11 

 Guest: Robin Taylor (SAS) 
 
2. Commencement 2024 Debrief 

• What went well  
i.Organization  

ii.Set-up looked good  
iii.Started on time  
iv.Sound was better than prior years  
v.Training sessions for those working  

vi.Guest entry was much quicker this year.  
vii.Consistent communication/processes between two entrances  

viii.Great volunteer team  
ix.Check-in and guest gates opened early  
x.Clean-up was fast at the end  

xi.Tickets distributed by side (home/visitor), people knew where to sit and made entrance process 
quicker  

xii.Student speaker did great job  
xiii.Student-friendly  
xiv.Security team lead was good, responsive  
xv.Accessible seating on both sides was help  

xvi.Ceremony parts were shorter, helped with flow  

https://cerritos-edu.zoom.us/j/87965778387?pwd=YndRYlpJOXV5ZTFieUZQOVlmWGY0dz09&from=addon


• What could be improved  
i.Format – grads names being read first didn’t work.  Grads stood a long time. Many still left early. 

Less audience for speaking parts.   
ii.Transportation/Carts – they repeatedly ‘died’  

iii.Confetti cannons weren’t close enough to grads, streamers didn’t go into grad block  
iv.Grad pictures before stage did not flow well.  
v.Have one microphone per name reader instead of switching between the two.   

vi.More accessible seating  
vii.Mobility Assistance Station by lot 10 inconvenient, explore better option.  Add more chairs. Long 

waits.   
viii.Be more clear with volunteers the meal times and availability, possibly provide food to take to 

their stations.    
ix.Add volunteer role outside of entrance gates to remind people about restricted items  
x.Line monitor for entrance gates, to be placed between ticket taker and bag check  

xi.More enforcement of railings by security company.   
xii.Gridley side gate (by shs) was being used to access home side – lock it when entrance gates open  

xiii.Have back-up speakers.  Work on timing for speakers, i.e. president.  Look to have speeches focus 
on grad/family.   

xiv.Look at the ADA seating path for unevenness, seek something to help make it more level  
xv.Return to faculty cheer tunnel  

xvi.Review recession, explore if more streamlined process  
xvii.Additional person to assist lead at entrances, security liaison  

xviii.Grad check-in – log-in took too long on the app.  Maybe have QR codes also available in parking 
lots, to spread out check-in times  

xix.Grad check-in – move back to 5pm, tighten timeframe  
xx.Have guests pre-sign-up for ada seating  

xxi.Note – neuro-divergent folks in ADA section, how to communicate that to grads/guests  

• What are new opportunities or ideas  
i.Transportation/Carts – rent a bus/shuttle  

ii.Saturday morning ceremony, or split into two ceremonies  
iii.Have an ‘after party’ with food and entertainment   
iv.Add back accessible seating reservation on first rows of stadium  
v.Digital name card, a QR code is scanned as folks go up and their name is announced.  (Marching 

Order).  (this is expensive)  
vi.Move faculty seating to different area. Place on sides of grads?  Might help with exodus.   

vii.Get more buy-in for staff/managers to work event, adjust schedules.  Require to sign up.   

• What challenges/threats hold us back from the best possible experience  
i.Limited budget.  $90k from ASCC, $8k from District   

ii.Stadium lighting not working  
iii.No gender-inclusive or family restrooms (single-stall)  

 

 

 

3. Announcements 

• Next Student Life Committee Meeting – September 5, 2024 at 1pm 

4. Adjourn 
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