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Everyone could use a helping hand. Or four.

Long Beach resident and Cerritos College professor Nick Matthews recently

completed a two-week training course with the nonprofit Canine Companions for

Independence and has been partnered with his new hearing dog, TJ.

Canine Companions for Independence, based in Santa Rosa, breeds, raises and trains

assistance dogs for people with disabilities.

Matthews, who has congenital hearing loss, decided after living on his own to apply for

a hearing dog through the organization. He was matched with TJ, a 2-year-old black

labrador/golden retriever mix that has been professionally trained to alert Matthews

to sounds in his environment.

“Having TJ with me makes me more confident that I can be in touch with what is going

on around me,” Matthews said in a statement. “Sounds I would normally be oblivious to,

TJ will alert me.”

Matthews graduated with TJ after completing an intense, residential training course in

Santa Rosa. During training, students are matched with assistance dogs and learn how

to work with them, an experience that was made even more special for Matthews

because his mother was there receiving her hearing dog, Gita.

Though costs to breed, raise, train an assistance dog and provide ongoing support to

the team are estimated at $50,000, Canine Companions assistance dogs are provided

free of charge to recipients.

Hearing dogs alert their partners to sounds by making physical contact such as nudging

their leg or arm, then leading them to the sound. These sounds include a doorbell,

alarm clock, smoke alarm or someone calling their partner’s name. After being placed

in the home, the partner can further train the dog’s alerting to their own environment

and needs.

TJ will be by Matthews’ side as he finishes up his doctoral degree at California State

University Long Beach. Matthews’ dissertation research focuses on accessibility in

higher education for students with disabilities. TJ will also have a lifelong buddy in his

partner’s mother’s hearing dog, Gita.

Sign up for The Localist, our daily email newsletter with handpicked stories relevant

to where you live. Subscribe here.

Newsroom Guidelines  News Tips  Contact Us  Report an Error

Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful conversations about issues in our community. Although we do not pre-screen
comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any information or materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene,
vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent or otherwise objectionable to us, and to disclose any information necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or
government request. We might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right side of the post, and pulling down
on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by emailing moderator@scng.com.

blog comments powered by Disqus

MORE FROM PRESS-TELEGRAM

MORE IN LOCAL NEWS

Live Traffic Map Weather Corrections " # $

Copyright © 2020 MediaNews Group, Inc. Privacy Policy Terms of Use Cookie Policy Arbitration Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Loading Ad 

Bad Boys for Life

WATCH TRENDING TRAILERS NOW!WATCH TRENDING TRAILERS NOW!

Cerritos College professor Nick Matthews and his new hearing dog, TJ, pose in Long Beach after graduating Canine
Companions for Independence training class. (Courtesy photo)

Cerritos College professor Nick
Matthews with his new hearing dog,
TJ. Matthew’s mother, Ann, also
graduated from Canine Companions
for Independence with her own
hearing dog, Gita. (Courtesy photo)

Emotional Support Animal

Create Your Account

Registration Is Fast, Free, And Last A
Lifetime. Get Your Dog Registered Today!
esaregistration.org

OPEN

Want local news?

Sign up for the Localist and stay informed
Enter your email to subscribe

SUBSCRIBE

" # $

SPONSORED CONTENT

Long Beach Exchange (LBX)
Introduces New Virtual Offerings
and Events

By Carrie Freitas

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Today's Refinance Rate
2.59% APR 15 Year Fixed

Terms & Conditions apply
NMLS#1136

Register Your
Pet Now

Lifetime Emotional Support
Animal Registration w/

Certi8cate & ID Card – 3
Easy Steps

SUBSCRIBE

Get the latest news delivered daily!

Follow Us

1 Daughter, 15, was driving when
she and father killed in 91
Freeway crash in Bellflower

2 Coastal Commission charges
Long Beach with pattern of
illegal tree trimming

3 Long Beach reports 110 more
coronavirus cases, but spike is
due to reporting lag

4 Why coronavirus is spreading
faster in Southern California
than the rest of the state

5 Long Beach Mayor Robert
Garcia’s May 14 update on
coronavirus outbreak

6 Here’s exactly what the new L.A.
County stay-home order says

7 What you can and can’t do on
the beaches in Long Beach

8 Long Beach coronavirus death
toll passes 50; city again cites
reporting lag for jump in new
cases

9 6 best restaurants for Middle
Eastern food in Long Beach

10 Bellflower celebrates completion
of its free parking structure

11 Cash-out refinancing, home
equity lending may come to a
halt

12 Out & About: Virtual events and
postponements in the Long
Beach area May 15-21

Today's Refinance Rate
2.59% APR 15 Year Fixed

Terms & Conditions apply
NMLS#1136

SPONSORED CONTENT

What Your Dog Is Trying To Warn About If They
Lick Their Paws " "

By Dr. Marty

What Your Dog Is Trying To Warn About If They Lick Their Paws

Hunter Lee

SPONSORED LINKS

Man Who Predicted Trump's Win
Makes Another Prediction

betterlyfe.news

Surgeon: “Doing This Every
Morning Can Snap Back Sagging
Skin (No Creams…

Beverly Hills MD

3 Ways Your Dog Asks For Help

Dr. Marty

Fill-In Fine Lines (With This Easy,
At-Home Trick)

lbwf.citybeauty.com

[Gallery] The One And Only WD40
Trick Everyone Should Know

Ocean Draw

26 Celebrities Who Lost Their Good
Looks To Plastic Surgery

Ranker

These 1918 Photos Could Have
Been Taken Today

CBS News

These Are The Best Lazy Dog
Breeds For Retirees

The Delite | Scripps

Thunderbirds plan soaring salute to Southern
California’s coronavirus responders on Friday

California’s budget will take a very big hit Knott’s Berry Farm owner says its theme parks
could be closed through end of 2020

Long Beach Mayor Robert
Garcia’s May 14 update on
coronavirus outbreak

Pets of the Week: Daisy,
Dizzy, Oliver and Coconuts
are ready for adoption

Coastal Commission charges
Long Beach with pattern of
illegal tree trimming

Bellflower celebrates
completion of its free
parking structure

LOCAL NEWS

Cerritos College professor graduates training course with new
hearing dog

 • News

" # % & '

Tags: dogs, education, Top Stories LBPT

READ MORE

  

TOP ARTICLES 1/5

U.S. retail sales plunged a record 16% in April as
virus hit

About Us Contact Us Southern California News Group MediaNews Group Work With Us Company Store
Newspapers in Education

Autos Classified Jobs Monster Local Ads Real Estate Ads Weekly Ads Worship Directory Special Sections
LB City Guide Readers Choice

MediaNews Group Advertising Place a Classified Ad Media Kit Political Media Kit Advertising Inquiry
Advertising Contact Information

Mobile Apps Newsletter Signup e-Edition Breaking News Alerts Site Map RSS

Subscriber Services Subscribe Reader Rewards Share Your News

The Cannifornian Grunion Gazette

About Us

Advertising Sections

How To Advertise

How to Find Us on Other Platforms

Customer Service

Partners

Care about your community? We do, too.
Find out what’s happening near you with our daily Localist email newsletter

featuring our hand-picked top local news stories. 

Enter your email address

SIGN UP

No thanks.

Cerritos College professor graduates training… " # % & '

https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/#
https://www.presstelegram.com/newsroom-guidelines/
https://www.presstelegram.com/share-your-news/
https://www.presstelegram.com/contact-us/
https://www.presstelegram.com/newsroom-guidelines#corrections
https://thetrustproject.org/
https://www.presstelegram.com/author/hunter-lee/
mailto:hlee@scng.com
https://www.presstelegram.com/newsletter
https://www.presstelegram.com/newsletter
https://www.presstelegram.com/traffic/
https://www.presstelegram.com/weather/
https://www.presstelegram.com/tag/corrections/
https://facebook.com/presstelegram
https://twitter.com/presstelegram
https://www.presstelegram.com/feed/
http://www.socalnewsgroup.com/
http://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/#
https://facebook.com/presstelegram
https://twitter.com/presstelegram
https://www.presstelegram.com/feed/
https://www.presstelegram.com/sponsor-content?prx_t=z80FA8yJDAymIQA&ntv_fr
https://www.presstelegram.com/sponsor-content?prx_t=z80FA8yJDAymIQA&ntv_fr
https://www.presstelegram.com/sponsor-content?prx_t=z80FA8yJDAymIQA&ntv_fr
https://checkout.presstelegram.com/vertLanding
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/13/daughter-15-was-driving-when-she-and-father-killed-in-91-freeway-crash-in-bellflower/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/coastal-commission-charges-long-beach-with-pattern-of-illegal-tree-trimming/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/13/long-beach-reports-110-more-coronavirus-cases-as-beaches-dog-parks-reopen-but-spike-is-due-to-reporting-lag/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/where-are-coronavirus-cases-surging-in-california-and-why/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/long-beach-mayor-robert-garcias-may-14-update-on-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/heres-exactly-what-the-new-l-a-county-stay-home-order-says/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/what-you-can-and-cant-do-on-the-beaches-in-long-beach/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/long-beach-coronavirus-death-toll-passes-50-city-again-cites-reporting-lag-for-jump-in-new-cases/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/12/6-best-restaurants-for-middle-eastern-food-in-long-beach/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/bellflower-celebrates-completion-of-its-free-parking-structure/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cash-out-refinancing-home-equity-lending-may-come-to-a-halt/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/out-about-virtual-events-and-postponements-in-the-long-beach-area-may-15-21/
https://rtb-usw.mfadsrvr.com/click/Q0dA8wgC5gLm1bYHsWtfrjuy761pY6C05vN6wAClC6X-cFaIWDZQZqX5ceU6uGbqo2mUFuvrFBW-y9ZXikGXpFjZKiT4HZ4XXRS_Zqr3U-ZXrN023q71q97TUluXag3wtYC4rhWxZMEkOnw-QpY8NzO7kRvofv3_l6szHl22rssVEZf3wBX-xjxssXGwUS4ZvHQMaDYQqskkSnGXzFYc3wo5B1mhs7vY4gLK-dwsvycOOES6rbvnQVSf3QZVU3G3me7eATFm0K94oGPgrEoWo-1E4rBLDKeYgUknRh1oluxADTQfsdZMEIWRuy9bt6CseMlTSgMJf8tGjb68fY9Eo8_4ZjPrQlRyE3VrFEc4ch_vV2JEba-ZmCy3ZpWjdXWsudYZn2v-nVE8xK6t6SBu3MyqBcNXztN_yPAcCgYsOy8txzKLJUvFnQ///
https://rtb-usw.mfadsrvr.com/click/Q0dA8wgC5gLm1bYHsWtfrjuy761pY6C05vN6wAClC6X-cFaIWDZQZqX5ceU6uGbqo2mUFuvrFBW-y9ZXikGXpFjZKiT4HZ4XXRS_Zqr3U-ZXrN023q71q97TUluXag3wtYC4rhWxZMEkOnw-QpY8NzO7kRvofv3_l6szHl22rssVEZf3wBX-xjxssXGwUS4ZvHQMaDYQqskkSnGXzFYc3wo5B1mhs7vY4gLK-dwsvycOOES6rbvnQVSf3QZVU3G3me7eATFm0K94oGPgrEoWo-1E4rBLDKeYgUknRh1oluxADTQfsdZMEIWRuy9bt6CseMlTSgMJf8tGjb68fY9Eo8_4ZjPrQlRyE3VrFEc4ch_vV2JEba-ZmCy3ZpWjdXWsudYZn2v-nVE8xK6t6SBu3MyqBcNXztN_yPAcCgYsOy8txzKLJUvFnQ///
https://rtb-usw.mfadsrvr.com/click/Q0dA8wgC5gLm1bYHsWtfrjuy761pY6C05vN6wAClC6X-cFaIWDZQZqX5ceU6uGbqo2mUFuvrFBW-y9ZXikGXpFjZKiT4HZ4XXRS_Zqr3U-ZXrN023q71q97TUluXag3wtYC4rhWxZMEkOnw-QpY8NzO7kRvofv3_l6szHl22rssVEZf3wBX-xjxssXGwUS4ZvHQMaDYQqskkSnGXzFYc3wo5B1mhs7vY4gLK-dwsvycOOES6rbvnQVSf3QZVU3G3me7eATFm0K94oGPgrEoWo-1E4rBLDKeYgUknRh1oluxADTQfsdZMEIWRuy9bt6CseMlTSgMJf8tGjb68fY9Eo8_4ZjPrQlRyE3VrFEc4ch_vV2JEba-ZmCy3ZpWjdXWsudYZn2v-nVE8xK6t6SBu3MyqBcNXztN_yPAcCgYsOy8txzKLJUvFnQ///
https://rtb-usw.mfadsrvr.com/click/Q0dA8wgC5gLm1bYHsWtfrjuy761pY6C05vN6wAClC6X-cFaIWDZQZqX5ceU6uGbqo2mUFuvrFBW-y9ZXikGXpFjZKiT4HZ4XXRS_Zqr3U-ZXrN023q71q97TUluXag3wtYC4rhWxZMEkOnw-QpY8NzO7kRvofv3_l6szHl22rssVEZf3wBX-xjxssXGwUS4ZvHQMaDYQqskkSnGXzFYc3wo5B1mhs7vY4gLK-dwsvycOOES6rbvnQVSf3QZVU3G3me7eATFm0K94oGPgrEoWo-1E4rBLDKeYgUknRh1oluxADTQfsdZMEIWRuy9bt6CseMlTSgMJf8tGjb68fY9Eo8_4ZjPrQlRyE3VrFEc4ch_vV2JEba-ZmCy3ZpWjdXWsudYZn2v-nVE8xK6t6SBu3MyqBcNXztN_yPAcCgYsOy8txzKLJUvFnQ///
https://rtb-usw.mfadsrvr.com/click/Q0dA8wgC5gLm1bYHsWtfrjuy761pY6C05vN6wAClC6X-cFaIWDZQZqX5ceU6uGbqo2mUFuvrFBW-y9ZXikGXpFjZKiT4HZ4XXRS_Zqr3U-ZXrN023q71q97TUluXag3wtYC4rhWxZMEkOnw-QpY8NzO7kRvofv3_l6szHl22rssVEZf3wBX-xjxssXGwUS4ZvHQMaDYQqskkSnGXzFYc3wo5B1mhs7vY4gLK-dwsvycOOES6rbvnQVSf3QZVU3G3me7eATFm0K94oGPgrEoWo-1E4rBLDKeYgUknRh1oluxADTQfsdZMEIWRuy9bt6CseMlTSgMJf8tGjb68fY9Eo8_4ZjPrQlRyE3VrFEc4ch_vV2JEba-ZmCy3ZpWjdXWsudYZn2v-nVE8xK6t6SBu3MyqBcNXztN_yPAcCgYsOy8txzKLJUvFnQ///
https://www.presstelegram.com/author/hunter-lee/
https://betterlyfe.news/recession2e/?i=9&h=28&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&campaign_id=00e45dcf6912e178811e2e34a16ca4028b&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=00da31e7e6c631509e6785e5ace3d71e19&ad_title=Man+Who+Predicted+Trump%27s+Win+Makes+Another+Prediction&conversionname=%7Bconversionname%7D&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&cpid=9003e756-102f-4ec5-a49d-eaf775c77e2f&obOrigUrl=true
https://beverlyhillsmd.com/cmd.php?ad=924900&obOrigUrl=true
https://drmartypets.com/cmd.php?ad=875242&obOrigUrl=true
http://citybeauty.com/cmd.php?ad=924430&obOrigUrl=true
http://rfvtgb.oceandraw.com/worldwide/wd40?utm_medium=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=o-od-wd40-v2-c-d-us-060520&utm_term=$section_name$_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.ranker.com/list/celebs-who-lost-their-sex-appeal-after-plastic-surgery/greg?format=slideshow&slide=1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=ob&utm_campaign=ob-d-celeb-sex-appeal&utm_term=$section_name$&show=ALL&obcid=003e397f1df5bdb7071151e2fbf3b65768&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/photos-from-the-1918-spanish-flu-pandemic/?ftag=ACQb72972c&vndid=$section_id$&utm_campaign=00c5b365bdc805bdba8c39142804710c2f&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thedelite.com/low-energy-dog-breeds-you-can-be-lazy-with/?lvl=opt2&stack=ssp&utm_source=outbrain-adrizer&utm_campaign=247130&utm_term=$publisher_name$_-_$section_name$_-_$publisher_id$_-_$section_id$&utm_content=adrizer&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/12/thunderbirds-plan-soaring-salute-to-southern-californias-coronavirus-responders/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/03/californias-budget-will-take-a-very-big-hit/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/06/knotts-berry-farm-owner-says-its-theme-parks-could-be-closed-through-end-of-2020/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/long-beach-mayor-robert-garcias-may-14-update-on-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/pets-of-the-week-daisy-dizzy-oliver-and-coconuts-are-ready-for-adoption/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/coastal-commission-charges-long-beach-with-pattern-of-illegal-tree-trimming/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/bellflower-celebrates-completion-of-its-free-parking-structure/
https://www.presstelegram.com/local-news/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=email&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/#print
https://www.presstelegram.com/tag/dogs/
https://www.presstelegram.com/tag/education/
https://www.presstelegram.com/tag/top-stories-lbpt/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/#
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/?share=email&nb=1
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/05/14/cerritos-college-professor-graduates-training-course-with-new-hearing-dog-lifelong-companion/#print

