
CERRITOS COLLEGE FACULTY SENATE 

Resolution Reaffirming Discipline-Based Authority in Curriculum and Program 
Development 

Adopted: March 24, 2026 

Whereas, Education Code §70902(b)(7) assigns local academic senates primary responsibility for 
making recommendations in the areas of curriculum and academic standards;  

Whereas, Title 5 §53200 designates curriculum and educational program development as 
academic and professional matters under faculty purview;  

Whereas, Title 5 §53203(a) and §55002 require that policies governing curriculum be developed 
through collegial consultation between the Faculty Senate and the Governing Board; and 

Whereas, the Senate Curriculum Committee exercises delegated authority to review and 
recommend individual course and program proposals to the Governing Board;  

Whereas, the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges (ASCCC) affirms that “the 
curriculum committee reviews and recommends courses and programs functioning under policies 
and procedures set by the academic senate,” thereby recognizing that curriculum processes 
operate within policies established by the local academic senate pursuant to Title 5 (ASCCC, 
Ensuring Effective Curriculum Approval Processes, 2016, pp. 9, 21); and 

Whereas, students are best served when courses and academic programs are developed and 
overseen by faculty with appropriate disciplinary preparation, and clear disciplinary authority in 
curriculum development is essential to maintaining academic rigor, institutional integrity, 
accreditation alignment, and compliance with Title 5 and California Education Code. 

Be it Resolved that pursuant to Title 5 §53200, the Cerritos College Faculty Senate affirms that 
authority to develop courses and academic programs shall reside with: 

• Discipline faculty who meet Minimum Qualifications or approved equivalency and are
formally assigned to the academic department in which the discipline is officially housed;
or

• In cases where a discipline is not yet formally housed within a department, faculty who
meet Minimum Qualifications or approved equivalency in that discipline.

Be it Further Resolved that the Faculty Senate requests the Senate Curriculum Committee review 
and update its current practices to ensure that: 

• Authority in the development of individual courses and academic program proposals
resides with discipline faculty and is clearly codified;

• Clear procedural safeguards are established to ensure that course and program
development occurs within recognized disciplinary boundaries: and



• In cases where no district faculty member meets Minimum Qualifications in the discipline, 
a clear process is established to ensure that an external discipline expert who meets 
Minimum Qualifications as set forth in the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s 
Office Disciplines List serves as the disciplinary authority in the development of the course 
or program proposal. 

Be it Further Resolved that nothing in this resolution prohibits interdisciplinary collaboration. 

Be it Finally Resolved that upon adoption, this resolution shall be transmitted to the Board of 
Trustees, the Office of Academic Affairs, the Curriculum Committee, the Chair’s Council, and 
instructional deans to ensure clarity and alignment across instructional areas. 

 

 

 




