
 

 

 

 
 

 

June 3, 2025 

Central Office for the Advancement of Black Student Success (COABSS)  
California State University 
401 Golden Shore 
Long Beach CA 90802 

RE: Certification of Institutional Commitment to Black and African American Student 
Success 
 

 

 

Dear Members of the Governing Board: 

As President/Superintendent and chief administrative officer of Cerritos College, I hereby 
certify our institution’s full commitment to addressing Black and African American student 
success in a manner that is consistent with and embedded in our institutional mission. 

Cerritos College is a Hispanic-Serving Institution located in Southeast Los Angeles County, 
serving over 22,000 students annually—nearly 9% of whom identify as Black or African 
American. Guided by our mission to provide inclusive, high-quality, and equitable learning 
opportunities, we have embraced a data-informed, equity-centered approach to eliminating 
barriers and closing opportunity gaps for Black students. 
 

 

Our strategic priorities—outlined in our Students First Framework and reflected in this 
application—include increasing retention and completion rates, improving transfer outcomes, 
expanding access to culturally responsive student services, and fostering a campus climate 
where Black students thrive. These priorities are implemented through programs like Umoja, 
the Black Excellence Collaborative, HBCU partnerships, and continuous professional 
development for faculty and staff. 

We affirm that this work is both mission-aligned and institutionally supported at the highest 
level. Cerritos College is committed to advancing systemic reforms that uplift Black and African 
American students and to remaining accountable through transparent data tracking, inclusive 
governance, and sustained resource investment. 
 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Jose L. Fierro, DVM, Ph.D.  
President/Superintendent 
Cerritos College 


