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NORWALK, Calif. – October 27, 2016 – 

Cerritos College joined millions of 

participants in the Great California 

Shakeout on October 20. At 10:20 a.m. 

students, faculty and staff practiced Drop, 

Cover, and Hold On procedures, and 

evacuated to designated areas. The drill 

was designed to simulate the proper steps 

to reduce potential injury and death in the 

event of a real earthquake. Minutes before 

the drill, participants were notified with 

safety information via text messages 

through the campus' emergency notification system. 

 

Additionally, several specialized drills were concurrently conducted. An injured party 

discovery drill took place while the campus' facilities crew responded to a simulated 

gas leak. The campus emergency team also practiced an electric Evac-chair drill to 

simulate an evacuation of a person in a wheelchair. An Evac-chair allows a safe 

controlled descent/ascent of a mobility impaired individual and evacuation from 

multilevel buildings without incurring heavy lifting. 

The drill was completed in approximately 40 minutes. The College has participated in 

the event since 2011. More than 21 million people participated in this annual event 

worldwide. The Great California Shakeout began in 2008 in Southern California, and 

in 2009 it was held statewide. As of 2016, the worldwide preparedness event involves 

70+ countries. 

 
 

About Cerritos College: Cerritos College serves as a comprehensive community college for 

southeastern Los Angeles County. Communities within the college’s district include Artesia, 

Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, Hawaiian Gardens, La Mirada, Norwalk, and portions of Bell Gardens, 

Lakewood, Long Beach, Santa Fe Springs and South Gate. Cerritos College offers degrees and 

certificates in more than 180 areas of study in nine divisions. Annually, more than 1,200 students 

successfully complete their course of studies, and enrollment currently averages 23,000 students. 

Visit Cerritos College online at http://www.cerritos.edu/.  

 

-END- 

http://cms.cerritos.edu/releases-2016/10/ShakeOut.htm
http://www.cerritos.edu/

