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The Cerritos College Board of Trustees Recognizes Accounting Faculty;  
Campus Honored as Best Value Accounting Associate Degree School in California 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2022 

Media Contact: Miya Walker; Public Affairs 
  
NORWALK, Calif. – July 21, 2022 – At its July 20 meeting, the Board of Trustees recognized faculty members 
from the College’s Accounting Department for their investment in student success. The Accounting Program was 
named Best Value Accounting Associate Degree School in California by Business Degree Central in 2021.  
  
The program garnered additional rankings for its academic excellence, making it one of the best in the state 
and across the nation.  
  

• 1st – Best Value Accounting Undergraduate Certificate Schools in the Far Western US Region 
• 2nd – Best Value Accounting Schools in California 
• 4th – Best Value Accounting Associate Degree Schools in the Far Western US Region 
• 7th – Best Value Accounting Schools in the Far Western US Region  

  
Cerritos College’s Accounting program offers the most comprehensive range of accounting and finance courses 
offered at a California community college. Course offerings include: financial, managerial and cost accounting; 
income tax and payroll tax accounting; computerized and spreadsheet accounting; personal finance and stock 
market investment; and occupational work experience.  
  
“As a result of our commitment to our students and their success, the number of our students transferring to 
highly-rated universities has increased, as has the number of female students in our programs, which has 
historically been a male-dominated profession,” said Teresa Lantz, professor of accounting and finance. 
  
The Accounting Department and Accounting Club are dedicated to giving back to the community. During tax 
season, the department and club partner up to offer free assistance to low-income taxpayers, persons with 
disabilities, and provide assistance to residents with language barriers. In 2019, the team served nearly 60 
taxpayers. Additionally, Cerritos College established one of the few community college chapters of the 
Association of Latino Professionals of America on campus. 
  
“The Board congratulates and honors the Accounting faculty for this incredible recognition. We appreciate their 
hard work and dedication often serving as more than just instructors, but as mentors to help our students to 
complete their academic goals and find a career,” said James Cody Birkey, President of the Board of Trustees. 
“The Board congratulates and honors the Accounting faculty for this incredible recognition. We appreciate their 
hard work and dedication serving as instructors and mentors to help our students complete their academic goals 
and guide them towards a successful career path,” said James Cody Birkey, President of the Board of Trustees. 
 

About Cerritos College: Cerritos College serves as a comprehensive community college for southeastern Los Angeles 
County. Communities within the college’s district include Artesia, Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, Hawaiian Gardens, La 
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Mirada, Norwalk, and portions of Bell Gardens, Lakewood, Long Beach, Santa Fe Springs, and South Gate. Cerritos College 
offers degrees and certificates in more than 180 areas of study in nine divisions. Annually, more than 1,200 students 
successfully complete their course of studies. Enrollment currently averages 21,000 students. Visit Cerritos College online at 
http://www.cerritos.edu/. 
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