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Cerritos College receives $50K from Press Forward to support local journalism 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 25, 2024 
 
Media Contact: Aya Aoki; Public Affairs 
  
NORWALK, Calif. – October 25, 2024 – Cerritos College 
received a $50,000 grant from Press Forward to support 
local and student journalism. The college was selected as 
one of only 200 newsrooms out of 900 applications. The 
grant funding will allow the college’s student newspaper, 
Talon Marks, to publish a special magazine twice a year 
and build partnerships with local media outlets, 
community groups, and K-12 schools. 

With this support, Talon Marks will collaborate with 
independent journalism outlets to report on the issues that 
matter to our community. Student journalists will work 
alongside these outlets to fill gaps in coverage, such as 
food deserts, the working conditions of local food workers, transportation, and the experiences of 
migrant communities. Additionally, Talon Marks will publish the Wings Magazine twice a year and 
organize events to engage the community and gather input from families and students about the 
content they want to consume.  
 

 

“This grant will help our journalism program keep local journalism alive,” said Christian Brown, 
professor of journalism and department chair of journalism & media studies at Cerritos 
College. “Many important stories aren’t being told, especially in Southeast LA County. Our students 
need pipelines, connections, and a strong portfolio of writing, photography, audio/video production, 
page design, and social media management skills to succeed in today’s media landscape. This 
funding will help our journalism students of color from underserved backgrounds bring their diverse 
experiences into local newsrooms.” 

Press Forward is a national movement aimed at strengthening our democracy through local news. A 
coalition of funders is investing more than $500 million to support local newsrooms, fill gaps in 
coverage, and build the infrastructure needed for journalism to thrive. Visit the web to learn more. 
 
 
About Cerritos College: Cerritos College serves as a comprehensive community college for southeastern Los Angeles 
County. Communities within the college’s district include Artesia, Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, Hawaiian Gardens, La 
Mirada, Norwalk, and portions of Bell Gardens, Lakewood, Long Beach, Santa Fe Springs, and South Gate. Cerritos College 
offers nearly 300 degree and certificate programs in nine divisions. Annually, more than 5,000 students successfully complete 
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their course of studies. Enrollment currently averages 21,000 students. Visit Cerritos College online at 
http://www.cerritos.edu/.  
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