
2025 Women’s History Month

Movie: Hidden Figures
Hidden Figures is a biographical drama based on a book by 
Margot Lee Shetterly. Set in the 1950s and 1960s, it follows 
the true story of three African-American women who worked 
for NASA as ‘human computers’ at the Langley Research 
Centre. As a result of their mathematical and engineering 
skills, Katherine Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughan 
(Octavia Spencer) and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monae) 
participate in the early days of the program to send American 
astronauts into space.

In the racist climate of the times, the three women are forced 
to work in the segregated West Area Computers Division. 
As women and African-Americans, they face continued 
discrimination. Despite producing high-quality work, 
they’re rejected for supervisory roles and they also receive 
dismissive and disparaging responses from colleagues.
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If disability accommodations (e.g., communications 
access, alternate formats) are needed to participate fully 
in these events, please contact accommodationsrequest@
cerritos.edu within seven school days in advance.




